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The 

St. Francis of  Assisi Parish 

Sunday, September 18, 2022 ~ twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary  Time 

900 H. Street, Bakersfield CA  93304 
Phone: 661-327-4734 / www.stfran.org 

Security for the Church & School: 661-201-2489 
 

Franciscan 

Mass Schedule   

Saturday  
8:00 AM (English)  

5:00 PM (Vigil, English) 
 7:00 PM (Vietnamese)  

 

Sunday 
6:45 AM (English) 
8:30 AM (English)  

10:30 AM (English) + Livestreaming  
12:30 PM (Spanish)     

5:00 PM (English) 
                                                     

 Weekdays 
6:30 AM (English)  
12:10 PM (English) 

Wednesdays & Thursdays  
5:00 PM (Spanish)   

Sacrament of Penance 
Saturdays: beginning at 8:30 AM  

until  9:30 AM  or by appointment. 

 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Monday thru  Friday 7:00 AM -  5:00 PM  

Anointing of the Sick 
First Friday of the month immediately   

following the 12:10 PM Mass. 

 

St. Francis Parish School 

Rev. Theophane N. Antony, Administrator  Pro-Tem  
Kelli Gruszka, Principal 

Cindy Schoorl, Vice Principal 
2516 Palm Street, Bakersfield, CA 93304 

Phone:  661-326-7955/Fax:  661-752-5902 
www.stfranschool.org 

Grades Pre-Kindergarten-8th 

St. Francis Parish Clergy 
 Rev. Theophane N. Antony, Administrator Pro-Tem 

Rev. Joseph Lawrence, Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Stanley Stephen Amburose, Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Jorge Ramirez, Parochial Vicar & Hospital Ministry 
Rev. Jude Okonkwo, Hospital Ministry 

Rev. Msgr. Nathaniel Ndiokwere, Ret.- In Residence 
   Deacon Joseph Lubatti 

 Deacon Scotty Bourne, Ret. Detention Ministry 

St. Francis Religious Education 
 

Jerry Torres, Director of Religious Education  
900 H Street, Bakersfield, CA 93304 

Phone:  661-327-4734 Ext. 234 
Email: jtorres@stfran.org 

Accounting 
Stella Garcia-Hernandez, Accounting 

sgarcia@stfran.org  

Communications 
Sandra Galicia, Bulletin Editor  

sgalicia@stfran.org 

The Mission of St. Francis of Assisi Parish is to 
provide a safe, welcoming environment of 

Catholic worship, evangelization & fellowship,  
living in the spirit of St. Francis of Assisi. 

Funerals 
Roylene See, Funeral Coordinator 

rsee@stfran.org 

Weddings  
Rebecca Hyatt, Wedding Coordinator 

rhyatt@stfran.org 



St. Francis Parish ~ Priest's  Page  
“MARY WAS BORN FOR A PURPOSE” 

 Rev. Stanley S. Amburose 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus,   
The Prophet Micah’s oracle speaks to a world that is caught in the bewilderment of violence, uncertainty, and 
economic disruption. While there is much that separates us from eighth-century Judah, these dynamics are 
not unlike the world in which we live. We too know terror and fragility on the national, international, and 
personal planes. We too seek hope that the world will be different. We too yearn for security and peace. The 
promise of Micah is that God will be faithful and will appear in surprising ways. Micah invites us to look for 
God’s presence where we least expect and to be attuned to the voices of the small, the powerless, and the vul-
nerable. Are we prepared to be surprised? Are we prepared to welcome the Holy One into our midst? 
  
The alternative reading from the letter to the Romans. An important teaching: “We know that in everything 
God works for good with those who love him, who are called according to his purpose”. This verse is meant to 
provide assurance to Christians under pressure and perhaps even suffering, that God works everything togeth-
er for the good of those who love him. Notice that this verse does not say everything that happens is good, or 
even everything that happens is God’s will. To the contrary, it says God is like a weaver, weaving together all 
of things to a good end. God can even use suffering and sin and even evil for the good of those who love him. 
 
We also, have the rare phrase “those who love God,” which in context clearly means Christians – those who 
have the Spirit of God in their lives and confess Christ. It is then not just anyone who has all things worked 
together for them. This is a promise for believers. We can say that among the first believers is Mary his moth-
er. In the gospel Matthew details the story of Mary’s betrothal to Joseph and the appearance of the angel an-
nouncing to Mary that she would bear a child. However, Mary’s child would not be conceived with Joseph, 
her spouse. Mary must of had a loving and trusting relationship with God long before the angel appeared to 
her and announced the good news, because she accepted the angel’s announcement without hesitation. 
  
Mary was born to be the mother of the Saviour of the world, the spiritual mother of all humankind, and the 
holiest of God’s creatures. Because of her son’s infinite merits, she was conceived and born immaculate and 
full of grace. In Mary all human nature is exalted. We rejoice in her birthday, as the Church has done from the 
earliest times. This is one of the three birthdays in the Church Calendar — the Birth of Jesus (December 25), 
the Birth of John the Baptist (June 24) and the Birthday of Mary. All three were born without original sin, 
although Mary and Jesus were conceived without sin, and Saint John was cleansed of original sin while in the 
womb at the Visitation of Mary. We rejoice that the Mother of God is our Mother, too. Let us often call upon 
the Blessed Virgin as “Cause of our joy”, one of the most beautiful titles in her litany. 
  
Mary’s birth also lies at the confluence of the two Testaments — bringing to an end the stage of expectation 
and the promises and inaugurating the new times of grace and salvation in Jesus Christ. Mary, the Daughter of 
Zion and ideal personification of Israel, is the last and most worthy representative of the People of the Old 
Covenant but at the same time she is “the hope and the dawn of the whole world.” With her, the elevated 
Daughter of Zion, after a long expectation of the promises, the times are fulfilled, and a new economy is estab-
lished (Lumen Gentium 55), Vatican II. 
  
The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary forms a link between the New and the Old Testament. It shows that 
Truth succeeds symbols and figures and that the New Covenant replaces the Old. Hence, all creation sings 
with joy, exults, and participates in the joy of this day…. This is, in fact, the day on which the Creator of the 
world constructed His temple; Mother Mary’s birthday is the day on which by a stupendous project, a creature 
becomes the preferred dwelling of the Creator” (Saint Andrew of Crete). As we celebrate Mother Mary’s birth-
day a happy occasion, let us not forget to take away the important lesson that our Lady wants to teach us; it 
can be considered a birthday wish: to follow her example and be humble to accept God’s will in our lives. 

 
             Ave Maria……!        Ave Maria……!        

Ave Maria……!              Deo gratias!  
 



St. Francis Parish Ministries  

Monday Night Dinners  

The Monday Night Dinner Ministry fol-
lows St. Theresa of Lisieux teaching of 
doing small acts of ordinary things with 
extraordinary love, known as “The Little 
Flower.” We are here to serve the home-

less, less fortunate, and lost souls by 
providing them basic needs: takeout din-
ners, bag of groceries, hygiene kits and 

clothing. If you would like to take part in 
our Ministry in serving the needy, please 

call Pat Fraser 661-330-6624. 

 

 Donations are collected through your 
generosity and many of these items need 

to be replenished weekly. 

 

Pantry items: Canned meats, canned veg-
etables, fruit cups, canned fruit, breakfast 

cereals, nonperishable cartons of milk, 
snack bars, candy, cookies, bread, pea-

nut butter and jelly, spaghetti sauce, 
plastic grocery bags,  and large 

Styrofoam takeout food containers. 

 

Hygiene items: individual shampoos & 
conditioners, body lotion, toothpaste, 

toothbrushes, deodorant, bath soaps, ra-
zors, toilet paper and hand wipes. 

 

We are also collecting new/gentle used 
clothing for men and women this winter: 

blankets, socks, underwear & shoes. 
We have set up alms giving boxes in the 

vestibule of the main Church, St.          
Joseph’s lobby, and St. Mary’s Chapel. 
There are two boxes: one for food and 
the other for clothes and hygiene dona-
tions. We will collect these donations 
every Monday. If items need refrigera-

tion, please advise office staff or Security.  

 

We appreciate all donations, and  could 
not do this without your support. 

Remember by helping others we help ourselves.  

Thank you and God bless. 

Guest Celebrant  

Fr. Jude Eli 
Father will be celebrating the Mass on Saturday,  

September 17th  at 5:30 PM and Sunday,    
September 18th at the 6:45 AM and 8:30 AM.  



St. Francis Parish News & Announcements 

   To all the Mass Coordinators and 
existing Eucharistic Ministers who 

missed the Practicums this year, please 
contact the church office soon to sign 

for and pickup your paperwork.  
Gathers every Tuesday! 

6:00 PM - 8:30 PM  
in the Church 

Adoration of the Holy Eucharist 
The weekly hour of 8am on Thursdays is in need 

of an ongoing  monitor. Please call  Darren     

Caskey at  333-8541 to volunteer for this hour.   

 
Meets every Monday 

begins September 12th   

6:30 PM—7:30 PM 

In the Youth Center 

Room   1 

The Parish Office is now open 

on Fridays   

8:00 AM - 12:00 PM.  

Knights of Columbus  will be            

recruiting new members at all    

weekend Masses. If interested in 

joining  this wonderful group of 

men please look for a Knight out-

side of church on Saturday, Septem-

ber 17th after the 5:00 PM Mass and 

on Sunday, September 18th after 

the morning Masses. 



St. Francis Parish Church Announcements  

Next Gen Bible Study  

 6:00 PM in the Youth Center 

Friday evenings in the Chapel 
from 6:45pm-8:45pm 

The Knights of Columbus Council 977 will be holding a 

Citizenship Essay Contest for 8th through 12th grade 

students. For more information, contact Family Direc-

tor Perry Hyatt at (661) 342-0609 or PerryHyatt@icloud.com.  

The 2022-2023 topic is: In an essay of 500- 750 words, 

explain how young Catholics can evangelize 

our faith to families and friends who have 

turned away from religion and encourage 

them to return to the Church and embrace 

the sacraments. 

Rosary Makers 
Are back in person! 

They meet every 2nd and      
4th Thursday of the month. 

2:00 PM—4:00 PM in the 
Youth Center. 

All are invited to join! 

Coed Adult Bible Study presents 
 The Bible Timeline:  

The Story of Salvation by Dr. Jeff Cavins  
Begins Wednesday, September 28th at 6pm 

in the Youth Center Room 1   
Cost $35 for the text and online access. 

Zoom option available  
 

Call Church Office for more info 

Congratulations to Fr. Stephen for getting his 
diver’s license! Thank you to Manuel  

Buenaventura for teaching Fr. to drive. 

Fr. Stephen is looking to buy a vehicle. If anyone 
knows of a good deal or can help navigate this    

exciting purchase please call the office. 

St. Francis Church  
Rosary Rally  
 

Please join us beginning October 1st for         
a daily recitation of the rosary.  

6:00 pm In front of Our Lady of Life Grotto 
For the month of October . 

Please call the Front Office for  
more information 327-4734. 

mailto:PerryHyatt@icloud.com


St. Francis Parish Ministries  

Weekly Mass Intentions 
Sunday, September 18, 2022 

6:45 am: + Caroline Aung  
8:30 am: + Evelyn  Del Papa   

10:30 am: Int. Altar Guild  
12:30 pm: + Jose de Jesus Buenrostro  

5:00 pm: + Gudelia Sofia Gonzalez Lopez  
Monday, September 19,  2022 
6:30 am:  + Enrico de Castro      

12:10 pm: + Amparo Rodriguez  
Tuesday, September 20, 2022 

6:30 am:  + Helen Cox   
12:10 pm + Frances & Serafin Baca   
Wednesday, September 21, 2022 

6:30 am: + Rose Ganao  
12:10 pm: + Jeb Falcon 

5:00 pm:  + Gudelia Sofia Gonzalez Lopez   
Thursday, September 22 , 2022 

6:30 am:  Int. Dan & Rachel Hargis  
12:10 pm: Int.  Campos Family  

5:00 pm: + Gudelia Sofia Gonzalez Lopez   
Friday, September 23, 2022  
6:30 am:  + Alejandro Garcia  

12:10 pm: + Rose Ganao  
Saturday, September 24, 2022 

8:00 am: Int. All Souls  
5:00 pm: Int.  Falcon Family  

7:30 pm: + Sudelia Sofia Gonzalez Lopez 
Sunday, September 25, 2022 

6:45 am: +Pio & Fabio Banducci  
8:30am: + Tom Walsh  

10:30 am: + Chenena Vietti  
12:30 pm:  Raquel Gonzalez by Mama Maria  
5:00 pm:  + Miguel Angel Banda Rodriguez 

I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows 
me will never walk in darkness but will have 

the light of life.   

In memory of parishioners who have been giv-
en the gift of eternal life in the month of Au-
gust 2022 with services through St. Francis: 

Lesley Moreno Garcia, Salvatore 
Giannico, Joe Perez Sanchez, Rafael 
Silva, Dr. Julie B. George, Anastacio 

Valadez Rodriguez, Maria Isabel Me-
dina, Beverly Ann Overdevest, Aude-

lina Rodriguez Montero, Salvador   
Soto Solorio, Elsa Fraschetti, John 
Cruz Najira, Maura Flores Castillo, 

Rafael Ceja, Stephen Goodall,  Shirley 
Alaniz    

  The loss of a loved one through death is one 
of the most difficult experiences in our journey 
through life.  Nothing can prepare us for the 
intense emotion or the conflicting feelings we 

experience in grief. Our funeral team wishes to 
accompany those who are grieving and to 

show the light of Jesus Christ risen to those 
whose hearts are broken.  Our Parish embrac-
es all who are mourning and gives direction for 
funeral services. We give thanks to God for the 

deceased's life and hold family and friends 
close in prayer as they travel through a most 

difficult time. If you or a family member needs 
assistance with the funeral process or pre-
planning, please contact Roylene through the 

parish office, ext. 123  

Sanctuary Lamps 
Isabelle Church, Michael France, Walt Widhalm &  Carmelita  

Albano,  Rosalina Aguinaldo, Natividad Getigan, Gerardo     

Getigan, Prayers for the living  loved ones, relatives, friends      

& pets of Elsa & Zsa & Prayers for the departed loved ones,     

relatives &  friends of  Elsa & Zsa.  



 
 

San Joaquin Fence 

MIKE CLARKSEAN 
661-322-9700 

Fax: 661-322-9600 
1933 E. California Avenue 

Bakersfield, CA 93308 

Last Month’s Weekly Collections 
August 21, 2022- 
August 27, 2022 

August 14, 2022-  
August 20, 2022 

Total:  $11,751.00 Total:  $11,915.00 Total:  $11,343.00 Total:  $11,100.00 

August 28, 2022- 
September 3, 2022 

2733 “F” Street 

661-395-0555 
Soups • Sandwiches & 
Homemade Ice Cream 

 

 
 

September 4, 2022-  
September 10, 2022 

We Appreciate Your Donations!  
Donations can be mailed into the church office. 900 H Street, Bakersfield, CA 

93304, or you can use the QR Code for easy giving.  

2nd Collections for September  
9/4/22 Building Fund, 9/11/22 PG&E, 9/25/22 Religious Education Program  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Since 1929, the Fanucchi Family has welcomed you with caring compassionate hometown service. 

Funeral Home 
Doughty-Calhoun-O’Meara 

  1100 Truxtun Ave. Bakersfield, CA    Available 24/7 at (661)324-9821 www.doughtycalhounomera.coom 

661-834-1246 

BOB’S JUNGLE 

Interior Plantscapes  

for Business or Home 

Design, Sales & Leasing 

Guaranteed Maintenance 

 

- PLANT RENTALS - 

 

Parties, Special Events  

& Weddings 

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

SERBAN 
SOUND 

SYSTEMS 
 

 

 
 
 

AROUND THE CLOCK  
Providing over 30 years  

of service. Locally  
owned & operated. 

Services to maintain 
Independence at home. 

 

Home Health Care 
Companion Care  

Caregiver Training 
Payee Services 

Senior Placement Services 
 

661-395-5800 

PHYLLIS  
LOPEZ  

 

Realtor 
 

661-333-8506 
DRE#01195361 

 


