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The 

St. Francis of  Assisi Parish 

Sunday, October  9, 2022 ~ Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary  Time 

900 H. Street, Bakersfield CA  93304 
Office hours: M-Th 9AM—5PM  & Friday 9AM—12PM  
Phone: 661-327-4734 / www.stfran.org 
Security for the Church & School: 661-201-2489 

Franciscan 

Mass Schedule   

Saturday  
8:00 AM (English)  

5:00 PM (Vigil, English) 
 7:00 PM (Vietnamese)  

 

Sunday 
6:45 AM (English) 
8:30 AM (English)  

10:30 AM (English) + Livestreaming  
12:30 PM (Spanish)     

5:00 PM (English) 
                                                     

 Weekdays 
6:30 AM (English)  
12:10 PM (English) 

Wednesdays & Thursdays  
5:00 PM (Spanish)   

Sacrament of Penance 
Saturdays: beginning at 8:30 AM  

until  9:30 AM  or by appointment. 

 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Monday thru  Friday 7:00 AM -  5:00 PM  

Anointing of the Sick 
First Friday of the month immediately   

following the 12:10 PM Mass. 

 

St. Francis Parish School 

Rev. Theophane N. Antony, Administrator  Pro-Tem  
Kelli Gruszka, Principal 

Cindy Schoorl, Vice Principal 
2516 Palm Street, Bakersfield, CA 93304 

Phone:  661-326-7955/Fax:  661-752-5902 
www.stfranschool.org 

Grades Pre-Kindergarten-8th 

St. Francis Parish Clergy 
 Rev. Theophane N. Antony, Administrator Pro-Tem 

Rev. Joseph Lawrence, Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Stanley Stephen Amburose, Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Jorge Ramirez, Parochial Vicar & Hospital Ministry 
Rev. Jude Okonkwo, Hospital Ministry 

Rev. Msgr. Nathaniel Ndiokwere, Ret.- In Residence 
   Deacon Joseph Lubatti 

 Deacon Scotty Bourne, Ret. Detention Ministry 

St. Francis Religious Education 
 

Jerry Torres, Director of Religious Education  
900 H Street, Bakersfield, CA 93304 

Phone:  661-327-4734 Ext. 234 
Email: jtorres@stfran.org 

Accounting 
Stella Garcia-Hernandez, Accounting 

sgarcia@stfran.org  

Communications 
Sandra Galicia, Bulletin Editor  

sgalicia@stfran.org 

The Mission of St. Francis of Assisi Parish is to 
provide a safe, welcoming environment of 

Catholic worship, evangelization & fellowship,  
living in the spirit of St. Francis of Assisi. 

Funerals 
Roylene See, Funeral Coordinator 

rsee@stfran.org 

Weddings  
Rebecca Hyatt, Wedding Coordinator 

rhyatt@stfran.org 



St. Francis Parish ~ Priest's  Page  
“NO CROSS, NO Christianity 

                                                                    Rev. Stanley S Amburose 

 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ Jesus,  

We are praising the Cross, we are glorifying the Cross, or we are honouring the Cross. During the time of Jesus, the cross 

was a symbol of shame and punishment. No one would make a symbol of the cross. But then Jesus our Lord and Saviour, 

the Son of  the heavenly Father embraced and died on such a shameful cross for our sake and made it holy. 

The Cross is the sign of a Christian. Every Christian, from a little child to a great saint, makes the sign of the Cross, bearing 

witness to its permanent significance. Jesus sacrificed his life on the Cross and thus redeemed the human race. It is there-

fore, no more a symbol of suffering and disgrace, but salvation. The cross is the way to glory, and therefore a challenge to 

every Christian. As Saint Paul says, “We preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to 

those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God” (1 Cor 1: 23-24). In the 

history of Christianity, the Cross on which Christ the Lord died and through which he came to the Resurrection, has be-

come the eminent sign of God’s saving action. 

Towards the middle of his public ministry, Jesus began predicting his tragic death on the Cross at the hands of men. He 

confidently promised to rise again, knowing that his death was a necessary element in realizing God’s plan of redemption. 

The Fathers of the Church compare the Cross of Christ with the tree of life in the earthly paradise, with the Ark of Noah, 

with the wood that Isaac carried to mount Moriah, with Jacob’s ladder, with the staff of Moses, and with the bronze ser-

pent. All these are intimately linked with the mystery of salvation. In Baptism every Christian is crucified with Christ, dies, 

and rises with Christ. St Leo the Great says, “The Cross of Christ is the source of every blessing, the fountain of all merit: 

to the faithful, it gives strength from His weakness, glory from His shame, and life from His death.” 

For St John the evangelist, the Cross is an anticipation of the glory of God; it is in the Cross itself that Jesus triumphs. The 

Son of man is lifted (Jn 8: 28; 12: 32) as the new bronze serpent, as the sign of salvation (Jn 3: 14-15). The tree of the Cross 

is the tree of life (Rev 22: 2, 14, 19). Was it not on the Cross that Jesus was formally declared King of the Jews? 

In the Book of Numbers 21:4-9; We see that God ordered Moses to make a fiery serpent and to put it on a standard, so 

that all bitten by a serpent, would see it and live. In the Gospel of John 3:13-17; Refers that fiery serpent high on the stand-

ard as the symbol of Jesus on the Cross who saved us all from our sinfulness and became the symbol of Eternal life.  

The cross which was a symbol of shame, punishment, death, defeat, and hopelessness turned into a sign of joy, hope, 

strength, power, and eternal life. 

Because of Jesus’ death on the Cross, the Cross has changed into the symbol of Grace, Salvation, and Love. On the Cross, 

one can see the total transformation of Jesus and the change which had a positive effect on the world. At the cross “bad 

thieves” become “good thieves” (Lk 23: 39ff), sinners repent, centurions believe (Mk 15: 39), and through His death, we 

receive eternal life. When we “lift high the cross,” the lukewarm are set afire, and the culture of death becomes a civiliza-

tion of love and life. 

So, we use Crosses at our homes, institutions, churches, and the funerals, wherever Christians live, to express our Christian 

presence. Besides, we begin the prayers with the sign of the Cross, we bless people or things with the sign of the cross. So, 

the Cross has become the sign, part and parcel of our Christian living. That’s why we can proudly say no Cross, no Christi-

anity. In the spiritual sense, we all have our crosses. Are we intimidated by them, or do we entrust our crosses to Jesus? Let 

us with simple obedience, accept the crosses from God like Simon of Cyrene. May we follow in the Lord’s footsteps and 

share in his sufferings and his glory. May the experience of the cross bring us closer to the Father and the glory of the res-

urrection. Through death, we shall enter into eternal life which Jesus the Lord has won for us through his Holy Cross. 

Deo Gratias !  

Fr. Stephen  



St. Francis Parish Ministries  
Church Fence Project  

We have a plan to build a fence around the front 

of the Church. This is due to the sad reality that 

people sometimes damage our property and/or 

lack of respect for the Church grounds. We ask 

for your support and collaboration in 

raising funds for this project. Please 

consider giving directly to this cause, 

and if writing a check, include “for 

fencing” on the memo line. 

Celebrate our Patron 

Saint with us at all  

Masses on Sunday,  

October 9, 2022. 

Wednesday, November 2nd at 6:00 PM  
 

Celebrating the lives of loved ones that have passed at our annual scroll Mass.  

If you would like to add a name to the scroll please call the office. 

 

 
Blessings on the Anniversary of 

your Ordination 
 

Deacon Joe celebrates his 6th year 
as a Deacon on October 16th.  

Thank you for sharing generously 
your gifts of service with your 

Parish Family! 

We are in need of volunteers to help with  

various jobs for the upcoming Parish BBQ. 

To sign up you can either call the office or 

checkout the link on our web page.                                

Thank you for your continued support! 



St. Francis Parish News & Announcements 

Monday Night Dinners  
Our ministry continues to serve the needy in 
our community with takeout dinners and if it 
is in our resources to send them with a bag of 

groceries and hygiene products. With that 
said, our pantry is running low. We are in 
need of spaghetti sauce, cup of noodles,  
ramen, peanut butter, jelly, cans of fruit, 

canned meats, rice, breakfast cereals, takeout 
food containers and toilet paper and more! 

Your continued support has been a  
blessing. If you are interested in joining our 

ministry, please call Pat Fraser, 661-330-6624. 
Thank you and God bless. 

Next Gen Bible Study  

 6:00 PM in the Youth Center 

The Divine Mercy Cenacle Group will be  

viewing the 10 part DVD series “The Second 

Greatest Story Ever Told”, with Fr. Michael  

Gaitley, we meet the first and third Tuesday of 

every month at 6PM in the Youth Center RM1. 

Drop by, no reservation necessary. 

All are invited to join us to learn why Christ’s 

message of Divine Mercy Is considered the 

Second Greatest Story Ever Told.  

We hope to see you there. 

Jesus, I Trust in You! 

 

 

This ministry is dedicated to the cleaning 

and maintenance of our Altars, Sacristy, 

Vestments and Altar linens. We all have 

spiritual gifts and together we build the 

Body of Christ. We welcome all parish-

ioners to join us in our supporting our 

ministry of prayer and fellowship.  

The St. Francis Altar Guild will be having a regular 

business meeting on Tuesday, October 13th at 1:00 

OM in the Parish Hall. Please bring your favorite 

snack to share. All are welcome! 

Please pray for our high school confirmation 
students going on retreat  October  15th.  

Fridays at 3pm, The Hour of Mercy 
Help bring Christ’s Message of Divine 
Mercy to the whole world. Join our 

Group as we pray the Chaplet in front 
Of the Blessed Sacrament in Mary’s 

Chapel.  Jesus, I Trust in You! 



St. Francis Parish Church Announcements  
GETTING TO KNOW DEACON DARREN CASKEY 
by Joi Bourne 

On Saturday, October 1, 2022, Bishop Joe Brennan ordained 17 new deacons and our parish was 
blessed with 2 of them. This week I’m highlighting one: Deacon Darren was born in Bakersfield and his 
family moved to Tehachapi where he went to school from kindergarten through high school. The family 
attended St. Malachy’s church. Darren’s mom enrolled him as an altar server right after receiving his 
First Holy Communion and he stayed in that ministry through high school. When I asked him what in-
spired him to seek a close relationship with God and eventually apply for the diaconate, Darren stated 
that he loved being in and serving in the church from when he was a young boy, in fact, he and a close 
buddy would often skip baseball practice to attend Catechism classes. Msgr. Pointek and Msgr. McMul-
len were influential in his life. Msgr. Pointek helped form his conscience and understanding of the tradi-
tions of the church. Darren says of him, “he was a fireball” as he passionately shared the faith. Msgr. 
McMullen was the opposite in his demeanor: quiet and patient and unassuming. They were amazing 
and valuable mentors for this young man. He married his high school sweetheart, Beverly 36 ½ years 
ago and they have 4 children, Ryan, Rita, Riley and Rheana. Two of their children are their biological 
offspring, two are adopted but knowing the family, one cannot tell the difference, they are loved all the 
same. 
As I interview people who dedicate their lives to God, most often their history has been a consistent 
faith-walk which started in childhood. Darren has always had a servant’s heart and a deep faith in and 
relationship with God, His Father. At this point in his life, he has a running conversation with the Lord 
all day. His day starts at 5 am by feeding his chickens. He says he feels so much joy looking at the beau-
ty of the day; as he walks along the little path to the chicken coop he talks to God, thanking Him, appre-
ciating all His blessings.  After breakfast and morning prayers, he goes to work to his family business, 
Century Glass in Bakersfield. He ends the day by reflecting on the day and asking God’s forgiveness for 
anything that comes to mind where he has missed the mark.   

A few years ago, when Deacon Joe Lubatti was in the formation process, he told Darren that he seemed 
to be a good candidate for the diaconate because of the way he ministered to anyone in need and his 
spiritual awareness. He told Darren to pray about getting involved. Then St. Francis Pastors and Dea-
con Scotty encouraged him to jump into the application process. This was 5 years ago. Living in Keene, 
working in Bakersfield and diaconate classes in Fresno, the journey has been maybe inconvenient at 
times but always rewarding and this month, praise God, Darren was ordained.     

Darren is also a very valuable part of Deacon Scotty’s prison ministry. He and Beverly have been lectors 

and Eucharistic ministers for a few years. Beverly is a member of the Altar Guild and helps with funer-

als. It seems wherever there is a need, you will find Darren and Beverly ready to help. These are the 

hearts of a deacon couple.    



St. Francis Parish Ministries  

Mass Intentions 
Sunday, October 9, 2022 

6:45 am: + Evelyn Del Papa  
8:30 am: + Diana Desheild ’s O ’Neil    

10:30 am: + Erma Buoni  
12:30 pm:  + Concepcion Guzman  

5:00 pm: + Barbara Fanucchi   
Monday, October 10, 2022  

6:30 am:  + Jennifer Briggs by Esther Lozano  
12:10 pm: +Ana Rodriguez by Familia  

Tuesday, October 11, 2022 
6:30 am: + Rudy Banducci  

12:10 pm:  Int.  Thanksgiving  
 Wednesday, October 12, 2022  

6:30 am: + Barbara Fanucchi  
12:10pm:  + Sr. Josie Gonzales  

5:00 pm: + Javier Chavez  
Thursday, October 13, 2022  

6:30 am: + Jerry Cox    
12:10  pm: + Molly Scully  

5:00 pm: + Manuel Caunan  
Friday, October 14, 2022 

6:30 am: Int. Stephanie Haskell   
12:10 pm: + Ross Frank Archuleta  

Saturday, October 15, 2022  
8:00 am: + Salvador Jimenez Romo   

November 2nd is our annual All Souls Scroll Mass, 

honoring all in our Parish who have been given the 

gift of eternal life. If you have lost a loved one in the 
past year, and their services were not through St. 

Francis, please call the office or contact Roylene at 

ext. 123 to place their name on the scroll. Anyone 

who would like to be a part of the procession of the 

pictures may also call the office. 

In memory of parishioners who have been given the 

gift of eternal life in the month of September 2022 

with services through St. Francis: 

Adam Llamas, Mike Chapman, Maria Mendez Garcia, 
Charles Goff, Paul Lomeli, Maria Rosario Dayrit, Claudia 

Heinle, Hipolita Alfaro, Joel Leal, Laurentina Leon, Troy       
Silvirano Martinez, Joel Rodriguez, Carlos   Aceves Jr., Jesus 

Omar Flores, Ernest Suniga Jr.                       
  The loss of a loved one through death is one of the 

most difficult experiences in our journey through 

life.  Nothing can prepare us for the intense emo-
tion or the conflicting feelings we experience in 

grief. Our funeral team wishes to accompany those 

who are grieving and to show the light of Jesus 

Christ risen to those whose hearts are broken.  Our 

Parish embraces all who are mourning and gives 

direction for funeral services. We give thanks to 
God for the deceased's life and hold family and 

friends close in prayer as they travel through a 

most difficult time. If you or a family member needs 

assistance with the funeral process or    

pre-planning, please contact Roylene through the  
parish office, ext. 123  

Sanctuary Lamps 
Isabelle Church, Michael France, Walt 

Widhalm, Gloria A. Chan, Elena, Leona  

Bermudez, Prayers for the living  loved ones, 

relatives, friends  & pets of Elsa & Zsa & Prayers 

for the departed loved ones,   

relatives &  friends of  Elsa & Zsa.  

November Marriage Banns 
Vesal Baba Heidari & Ahime Covarrubias 

Anthony Hernandez & Alexis Sanchez 

Adan Vazquez & Karen Vargas 

Zachariah Walton & Cristina Ramirez 

David Johnston & Cassie Ansolabehere 

 Elijah Ruano & Natalie Azevedo 

      Alejandro Morales & Vanessa Gonzalez 



 
 

San Joaquin Fence 

MIKE CLARKSEAN 
661-322-9700 

Fax: 661-322-9600 
1933 E. California Avenue 

Bakersfield, CA 93308 

Last Month’s Weekly Collections 
August 21, 2022- 
August 27, 2022 

August 14, 2022-  
August 20, 2022 

Total:  $11,751.00 Total:  $11,915.00 Total:  $11,343.00 Total:  $11,100.00 

August 28, 2022- 
September 3, 2022 

2733 “F” Street 

661-395-0555 
Soups • Sandwiches & 
Homemade Ice Cream 

 

 
 

September 4, 2022-  
September 10, 2022 

We Appreciate Your Donations!  
Donations can be mailed into the church office. 900 H Street, Bakersfield, CA 

93304, or you can use the QR Code for easy giving.  

2nd Collections for September  
9/4/22 Building Fund, 9/11/22 PG&E, 9/25/22 Religious Education Program  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Since 1929, the Fanucchi Family has welcomed you with caring compassionate hometown service. 

Funeral Home 
Doughty-Calhoun-O’Meara 

  1100 Truxtun Ave. Bakersfield, CA    Available 24/7 at (661)324-9821 www.doughtycalhounomera.coom 

661-834-1246 

BOB’S JUNGLE 

Interior Plantscapes  

for Business or Home 

Design, Sales & Leasing 

Guaranteed Maintenance 

 

- PLANT RENTALS - 

 

Parties, Special Events  

& Weddings 

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

SERBAN 
SOUND 

SYSTEMS 
 

 

 
 
 

AROUND THE CLOCK  
Providing over 30 years  

of service. Locally  
owned & operated. 

Services to maintain 
Independence at home. 

 

Home Health Care 
Companion Care  

Caregiver Training 
Payee Services 

Senior Placement Services 
 

661-395-5800 

PHYLLIS  
LOPEZ  

 

Realtor 
 

661-333-8506 
DRE#01195361 

 


