
Administration 
Carla Medina, Parish Office Manager 

cmedina@stfran.org 

Sylvia Treanor, Parish Office Supervisor  
streanor@stfran.org 

 

The 

St. Francis of  Assisi Parish 

Sunday, October  16, 2022 ~ Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary  Time 

900 H. Street, Bakersfield CA  93304 
Office hours: M-Th 9AM—5PM  & Friday 9AM—12PM  
Phone: 661-327-4734 / www.stfran.org 
Security for the Church & School: 661-201-2489 

Franciscan 

Mass Schedule   

Saturday  
8:00 AM (English)  

5:00 PM (Vigil, English) 
 7:00 PM (Vietnamese)  

 

Sunday 
6:45 AM (English) 
8:30 AM (English)  

10:30 AM (English) + Livestreaming  
12:30 PM (Spanish)     

5:00 PM (English) 
                                                     

 Weekdays 
6:30 AM (English)  
12:10 PM (English) 

Wednesdays & Thursdays  
5:00 PM (Spanish)   

Sacrament of Penance 
Saturdays: beginning at 8:30 AM  

until  9:30 AM  or by appointment. 

 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Monday thru  Friday 7:00 AM -  5:00 PM  

Anointing of the Sick 
First Friday of the month immediately   

following the 12:10 PM Mass. 

 

St. Francis Parish School 

Rev. Theophane N. Antony, Administrator  Pro-Tem  
Kelli Gruszka, Principal 

Cindy Schoorl, Vice Principal 
2516 Palm Street, Bakersfield, CA 93304 

Phone:  661-326-7955/Fax:  661-752-5902 
www.stfranschool.org 

Grades Pre-Kindergarten-8th 

St. Francis Parish Clergy 
 Rev. Theophane N. Antony, Administrator Pro-Tem 

Rev. Joseph Lawrence, Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Stanley Stephen Amburose, Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Jorge Ramirez, Parochial Vicar & Hospital Ministry 
Rev. Jude Okonkwo, Hospital Ministry 

Rev. Msgr. Nathaniel Ndiokwere, Ret.- In Residence 
   Deacon Joseph Lubatti 

 Deacon Scotty Bourne, Ret. Detention Ministry 

St. Francis Religious Education 
 

Jerry Torres, Director of Religious Education  
900 H Street, Bakersfield, CA 93304 

Phone:  661-327-4734 Ext. 234 
Email: jtorres@stfran.org 

Accounting 
Stella Garcia-Hernandez, Accounting 

sgarcia@stfran.org  

Communications 
Sandra Galicia, Bulletin Editor  

sgalicia@stfran.org 

The Mission of St. Francis of Assisi Parish is to 
provide a safe, welcoming environment of 

Catholic worship, evangelization & fellowship,  
living in the spirit of St. Francis of Assisi. 

Funerals 
Roylene See, Funeral Coordinator 

rsee@stfran.org 

Weddings  
Rebecca Hyatt, Wedding Coordinator 

rhyatt@stfran.org 



St. Francis Parish ~ Priest's  Page  

A New Beginning! 

 
Cardinal John Henry Newwen says, that we must learn to live each day, each hour, 
yes each minute as a new beginning, as a unique opportunity to make everything 
new. How wonderful it would be if we could live each moment as a moment      
expectant with new life. Imagine if we could live each day as a day full of       
promises. Imagine if we could listen to God whispering in our ear, “ I have a gift 
for you and can’t wait for you to see it! 

Everyday is a new slate, that has the potential to fascinate us with miracles and 
surprise; Miracles do happen and they are visible to those who look with eyes    
of faith. 

What you say to yourself is important in our day today spiritual and mental     
wellbeing. Newen continues, “ there are many cunning foxes jumping on our 
shoulders and whispering in our ears the great lie: There is nothing new under   
the sun…don’t let yourself be fooled. This is what modern psychology calls        
negative self talk that ruins your day. When we listen to them, they eventually 
prove themselves right. “Whether you think you can, or you think you can't – 
you're right,” says Henry Ford and this  emphasizes how much attitude               
determines our wellbeing, success or failure. 
 
 This is the day that the Lord has made; 

 let us rejoice and be glad in it. Psalm 118:24 

 
God Bless, 
Fr Theo 



St. Francis Parish Ministries  

Wednesday, November 2nd at 6:00 PM  
 

Celebrating the lives of loved ones that have passed at our annual scroll Mass.  

If you would like to add a name to the scroll please call the office. 

 
Blessings on the Anniversary of 

your Ordination! 

Deacon Joe celebrates his 6th year 
as a Deacon on October 16th.  

Thank you for sharing generously 
your gifts of service with your 

Parish Family! 

We are in need of vol-

unteers to help with  

various jobs for the 

upcoming Parish 

BBQ. To sign up you 

can either call the of-

fice or checkout the 

link on our web page.                                

 Don’t  
Miss Out! 

Mass Tuesday, November 1, 2022 
 at  6PM 

St. Francis School Mass at  9AM 

Please bring food items to be blessed. 
Thursday, November 24th at 9:AM. 



St. Francis Parish News & Announcements 

Monday Night Dinners  
Our ministry continues to serve the needy in 
our community with takeout dinners and if it 
is in our resources to send them with a bag of 

groceries and hygiene products. With that 
said, our pantry is running low. We are in 
need of spaghetti sauce, cup of noodles,  
ramen, peanut butter, jelly, cans of fruit, 

canned meats, rice, breakfast cereals, takeout 
food containers and toilet paper and more! 

Your continued support has been a  
blessing. If you are interested in joining our 

ministry, please call Pat Fraser, 661-330-6624. 
Thank you and God bless. 

Next Gen Bible Study  

 6:00 PM in the Youth Center 

Meets every Wednesday at 
5PM in Conference Room A. 

Rosary Makers 
Are back in person! 

They meet every 2nd and      
4th Thursday of the month. 

2:00 PM—4:00 PM in the 
Youth Center. 

All are invited to join! 

Church Fence Project  
We have a plan to build a fence around the front 

of the Church. This is due to the sad reality that 

people sometimes damage our property and/or 

lack of respect for the Church grounds. We ask 

for your support and collaboration in 

raising funds for this project. Please 

consider giving directly to this cause, 

and if writing a check, include      

“for fencing” on the memo line.  

Mark Your Calendars! 
For a Fr. Nathan Cromly Retreat  

December 5th & 6th here at the Parish. 
More information to follow.  

Hope to see 
you there! 



St. Francis Parish Church Announcements  
DEACON HENRY TRAN 
By Joi Bourne 

Our second new deacon to congratulate is Deacon Henry Tran who mostly serves the Vietnamese community. Henry 

grew up in Vietnam. His family was very religious; his mother taught all 9 children to pray. At Mass, his family sat in the 

front row where Henry witnessed his mom talking to God. He says she would say the rosary, etc. but he watched her at 

church talking to God – just having a conversation with Him. This captivated her little son.  Henry loved the Mass so 

much that he would attend every day and became an altar boy as soon as he could.  He said the one thing that deeply 

impressed him was when the Gospel was read. The words of the Gospel would stay with him all day and he would even 

dream of it at night. He says he knew all the Gospels by heart and the words seemed to minister to him.    

Henry and Lianna formed a bond of friendship in college. Overtime their friendship grew into love. Henry knew he want-

ed to marry her, however, in 1994 his family moved from Vietnam to Orange County in California where he finished his 

education in Computer Science. Through the years they kept corresponding. Somehow, they always believed that God 

had put them together and thousands of miles weren’t going to get in the way of that. They continued their long-

distance relationship very faithfully.  While in America, Henry was also deepening his relationship with God and the 

church. One day, when attending Mass in Anaheim, at the age of 27, Henry noticed that all the Eucharistic ministers 

were much older than he was, so he asked the priest why young people weren’t allowed to do this ministry. The priest 

said of course he was welcome to be trained and serve in this way. Henry became the youngest Eucharistic minister in 

Orange Diocese. He seemed so devout that the priest asked him to discern priesthood, but Henry knew this was not his 

calling. He was going to marry Lianna. Meanwhile in Vietnam, Lianna had become a teacher. Her family was also very 

religious but they were Buddhist. She realized that if she was going to marry Henry, it would be better for both if she 

knew more about his Church, so after investigating the Catholic faith, she decided to convert. In 2002 Henry went back 

to Vietnam and the two got married there, however, it took almost two years to finalize the petition papers. Late in 

2003, Henry went back again and this time he brought his new wife home with him to Bakersfield where he had just 

moved since a new work opportunity had come up. Now he works with the Kern County Human Services Dept.  

Henry and Lianna work with the Vietnamese community, helping the youth and doing what they can to support this part 

of our Church family to grow. The one thing that Henry is very happy about is that he and Lianna work together in their 

ministering. He says it gives them great joy when they pray together and minister together. Have you noticed, peace and 

joy seem to be common themes when we follow the Lord’s calling in our lives? 

St. Lawrence was a deacon to the Pope in the early church and there was a very greedy prefect of Rome who hated 

Christians. He executed Pope Sixtus II and thinking the church was wealthy, he demanded that Lawrence bring all the 

Church’s treasure to him. Lawrence went through the streets of Rome gathering all the poor and the sick and took them 

to the prefect saying,” These people are the Church’s treasure.” His perspective sounds like Jesus’ perspective.  Imagine 

people being treasures!  When we allow Him to transform us, we shine more brightly.  These two new deacons, Deacon 

Darren and Deacon Henry are two of the most brilliant gems of St. Francis of Assisi Parish.  We are wealthy indeed! 



St. Francis Parish Ministries  

Mass Intentions 
Sunday, October 9, 2022 

6:45 am: + Evelyn Del Papa  
8:30 am: + Diana Desheild ’s O ’Neil    

10:30 am: + Erma Buoni  
12:30 pm:  + Concepcion Guzman  

5:00 pm: + Barbara Fanucchi   
Monday, October 10, 2022  

6:30 am:  + Jennifer Briggs by Esther Lozano  
12:10 pm: +Ana Rodriguez by Familia  

Tuesday, October 11, 2022 
6:30 am: + Rudy Banducci  

12:10 pm:  Int.  Thanksgiving  
 Wednesday, October 12, 2022  

6:30 am: + Barbara Fanucchi  
12:10pm:  + Sr. Josie Gonzales  

5:00 pm: + Javier Chavez  
Thursday, October 13, 2022  

6:30 am: + Jerry Cox    
12:10  pm: + Molly Scully  

5:00 pm: + Manuel Caunan  
Friday, October 14, 2022 

6:30 am: Int. Stephanie Haskell   
12:10 pm: + Ross Frank Archuleta  

Saturday, October 15, 2022  
8:00 am: + Salvador Jimenez Romo   

November 2nd is our annual All Souls Scroll Mass, 

honoring all in our Parish who have been given the 

gift of eternal life. If you have lost a loved one in the 
past year, and their services were not through St. 

Francis, please call the office or contact Roylene at 

ext. 123 to place their name on the scroll. Anyone 

who would like to be a part of the procession of the 

pictures may also call the office. 

In memory of parishioners who have been given the 

gift of eternal life in the month of September 2022 

with services through St. Francis: 

Adam Llamas, Mike Chapman, Maria Mendez Garcia, 
Charles Goff, Paul Lomeli, Maria Rosario Dayrit, Claudia 

Heinle, Hipolita Alfaro, Joel Leal, Laurentina Leon, Troy       
Silvirano Martinez, Joel Rodriguez, Carlos   Aceves Jr., Jesus 

Omar Flores, Ernest Suniga Jr.                       
  The loss of a loved one through death is one of the 

most difficult experiences in our journey through 

life.  Nothing can prepare us for the intense emo-
tion or the conflicting feelings we experience in 

grief. Our funeral team wishes to accompany those 

who are grieving and to show the light of Jesus 

Christ risen to those whose hearts are broken.  Our 

Parish embraces all who are mourning and gives 

direction for funeral services. We give thanks to 
God for the deceased's life and hold family and 

friends close in prayer as they travel through a 

most difficult time. If you or a family member needs 

assistance with the funeral process or    

pre-planning, please contact Roylene through the  
parish office, ext. 123  

Sanctuary Lamps 
Isabelle Church, Michael France, Walt 

Widhalm, Gloria A. Chan, Elena, Leona  

Bermudez, Prayers for the living  loved ones, 

relatives, friends  & pets of Elsa & Zsa & Prayers 

for the departed loved ones,   

relatives &  friends of  Elsa & Zsa.  

November Marriage Banns 
Vesal Baba Heidari & Ahime Covarrubias 

Anthony Hernandez & Alexis Sanchez 

Adan Vazquez & Karen Vargas 

Zachariah Walton & Cristina Ramirez 

David Johnston & Cassie Ansolabehere 

 Elijah Ruano & Natalie Azevedo 

      Alejandro Morales & Vanessa Gonzalez 



 
 

San Joaquin Fence 

MIKE CLARKSEAN 
661-322-9700 

Fax: 661-322-9600 
1933 E. California Avenue 

Bakersfield, CA 93308 

Last Month’s Weekly Collections 
September 18, 2022- 
September 24, 2022 

September 11, 2022-  
September 17, 2022 

Total:  $11,672.00 Total:  $12,817.00 Total:  $14,085.00 Total:  $12,492.00 

September 25, 2022- 
October 1, 2022 

2733 “F” Street 

661-395-0555 
Soups • Sandwiches & 
Homemade Ice Cream 

 

 
 

October 2, 2022-  
October 8, 2022 

Donations can be mailed into the church office. 900 H Street, Bakersfield, CA 
93304, or you can use the QR Code for easy giving.  

2nd Collections for October  
10/2 Building Fund, 10/9 Altar Guild/Altar Upkeep, 10/16 Bishop ’s Annual 

Appeal, 10/23 Propagation of the Faith-Mission Sunday 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Since 1929, the Fanucchi Family has welcomed you with caring compassionate hometown service. 

Funeral Home 
Doughty-Calhoun-O’Meara 

  1100 Truxtun Ave. Bakersfield, CA    Available 24/7 at (661)324-9821 www.doughtycalhounomera.coom 

661-834-1246 

BOB’S JUNGLE 

Interior Plantscapes  

for Business or Home 

Design, Sales & Leasing 

Guaranteed Maintenance 

 

- PLANT RENTALS - 

 

Parties, Special Events  

& Weddings 

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

SERBAN 
SOUND 

SYSTEMS 
 

 

 
 
 

AROUND THE CLOCK  
Providing over 30 years  

of service. Locally  
owned & operated. 

Services to maintain 
Independence at home. 

 

Home Health Care 
Companion Care  

Caregiver Training 
Payee Services 

Senior Placement Services 
 

661-395-5800 

PHYLLIS  
LOPEZ  

 

Realtor 
 

661-333-8506 
DRE#01195361 

 


