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St. Francis of  Assisi Parish 

Bulletin for : Sunday, May 8, 2022 ~ Fourth Sunday of Easter  

900 H. Street, Bakersfield CA  93304 
Phone: 661-327-4734 / www.stfran.org 

Security for the Church & School: 661-201-2489 
 

Franciscan 

Mass Schedule   

Saturday  
8:00 AM (English)  

5:00 PM (Vigil, English) 
 7:00 PM (Vietnamese)  

 

Sunday 
6:45 AM (English) 
8:30 AM (English)  

10:30 AM (English) + Livestreaming  
12:30 PM (Spanish)     

5:00 PM (English) 
                                                     

 Weekdays 
6:30 AM (English)  
12:10 PM (English) 

Wednesdays & Thursdays  
5:00 PM (Spanish)   

Sacrament of Penance 
Saturdays: beginning at 8:30 AM  

until  9:30 AM  or by appointment. 

 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Monday thru  Friday 7:00 AM -  5:00 PM  

Anointing of the Sick 
First Friday of the month immediately   

following the 12:10 PM Mass. 

 

St. Francis Parish School 

Rev. Theophane N. Antony, Administrator  Pro-Tem  
Kelli Gruszka, Principal 

Cindy Schoorl, Vice Principal 
2516 Palm Street, Bakersfield, CA 93304 

Phone:  661-326-7955/Fax:  661-752-5902 
www.stfranschool.org 

Grades Pre-Kindergarten-8th 

  

St. Francis Parish Clergy 
 Rev. Theophane N. Antony, Administrator Pro-Tem 

Rev. Joseph Lawrence, Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Jorge Ramirez, Parochial Vicar & Hospital Ministry 

Rev. Stanley Stephen Amburose, Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Msgr. Nathaniel Ndiokwere, Ret.- In Residence 

   Deacon Joseph Lubatti 
Deacon Francis Moore 

Deacon Hugo Navarrete 
 Deacon Scotty Bourne, Ret. Detention Ministry 

St. Francis Religious Education 
 

Jerry Torres, Director of Religious Education  
900 H Street, Bakersfield, CA 93304 

Phone:  661-327-4734 Ext. 234 
Email: jtorres@stfran.org 

Communications 
Sandra Galicia, Bulletin Editor  

sgalicia@stfran.org 
 

Funerals 
Roylene See, Funeral Coordinator 

rsee@stfran.org 

The Mission of St. Francis of Assisi Parish is to 
provide a safe, welcoming environment of 

Catholic worship, evangelization & fellowship,  
living in the spirit of St. Francis of Assisi. 

Baptisms 
Bianca Bravo, Baptism Coordinator 

bbravo@stfran.org  
 

Weddings  
Rebecca Hyatt, Wedding Coordinator 

rhyatt@stfran.org 



St. Francis Parish ~ Priest's  Page  

May, Mother’s Day, and Mary 
May is a month traditionally dedicated to honoring the Blessed Virgin Mary. In our churches 
and homes, we celebrate May as a “Marian month,” with May processions, May crowning's, and 
other popular devotions in honor of the Mother of God. This Marian month falls during the li-
turgical season of Easter. We thus particularly emphasize Our Blessed Mother’s participation in 
the Paschal Mystery and her presence with the Church in preparation for Pentecost, as she 
prayed with the disciples in the upper room while they awaited the descent of the Holy Spirit.  

There are many devotions that the Church recommends for honoring Our Lady during her 
month. During the Easter season, we address the Regina Coeli antiphon to her as we celebrate  
the Resurrection of her Son. Of course, the rosary is one of the most excellent Marian prayers 
and especially recommended in the month of May. Litanies of the Blessed Virgin Mary are also 
special invocations for Our Lady’s intercession under her various beautiful titles.  

In the month of May, the Church calls us to open our hearts in a special way to Mary. Her pres-
ence in our lives is a motherly presence. We call her Our Blessed Mother. Indeed, from the Cross, 
Jesus gave her to us as our Mother and entrusted us to her as her children. Jesus’ words to John, 
the beloved disciple, were also addressed to all of us: Behold your mother! From the cross, Jesus 
gave us the beautiful gift of his mother to be our mother too. He made his mother the mother of 
all the members of his Mystical Body, the Church. Jesus invites us to accept Mary as our mother 

and to respond to her motherly love as true children.  
 



St. Francis Parish Ministries  

Fr. Jude Eli 
Will be celebrating Mass  

May 7th at 5:00 PM  
 May 8th at 6:45 AM       

& 8:30 AM 

Detention Ministry 
Meeting Date: Friday, May 6, 2022 

Time: 6:30 PM—8:00 PM 

 Location: Youth Center 

 

DATE: Friday, May 20, 2022 
PLACE: Parish  Hall 

TIME: 6:00 PM 

If you are unable to attend 
please send someone from your 

ministry.  

ALL WELCOME! 

S.F. 

Saturday, May 14, 2022 
9:00 AM - 11:30 AM 

Parish Hall 



St. Francis Parish Church Announcements  

CATHOLIC CHARITIES MAY APPEAL 2022 

Those who are in need are never strangers. They are family. Jesus taught us this important virtue through the parable of the lost 
sheep. If someone in His flock is in peril, then we cannot rest until they are safe. When anyone suffers, our whole family suffers 
with them. It is our joyful duty as Catholics to seek them out and surround them with God’s compassion and love.  
 
The Annual May Appeal Collection for Catholic Charities will take place the weekend of May 14th and 15th. During this second 
collection, we are asking parishioners to reflect on their personal ability to make a difference for our brothers and sisters in Christ.  
 
This appeal brings hope where hope is needed most. From the metropolitan areas surrounding our three brick-and-mortar sites to the 
rural, most impoverished, and underserved areas in every corner of our Diocese. It brings hope to those who are hungry, homeless, 
seeking refuge, disaster-stricken, out-of-work and suffering. 
 
As Catholic Charities continues to serve more people than ever before, we continue to pray that we can be a source of comfort and 
relief to all who suffer as we help them build a bridge of hope over troubled waters. Please consider a generous gift that will bring 
hope to those in the greatest of need. Every dollar donated during this second collection makes a difference.  
 
For more information or to learn more about how you can help, please contact Ashlee Wolf at (559) 237-0851 or email 
awolf@ccdof.org.  
 

Communion 
Our communion rail is  

available to all who would 

like to kneel when           

receiving communion.     

All those who wish to    

continue to stand may re-

ceive accordingly.  

A special thanks to Margarette 
Heath for sponsoring our       

communion rale pads.  

George Christianson 
and a small group 
meet once a month 
for a 9 day novena 

in Mary’s Chapel. At 
5:15 PM  weekdays 

and 3:00 PM    
weekends. If        

interested please 
call the office. 

Infant of Prague Novena 

Feast Day ~ May 13th 

mailto:awolf@ccdof.org


St. Francis Parish News & Announcements 
WELCOME FR. JOHNSON 
By Joi Bourne 

Welcome our guest, Fr. Johnson, who is here for 3 months to cover for Fr. Theo. Fr. Johnson Kuruppassery is 
the eldest of 5 children. His family owned a grocery store and his father, Manual, was a fisherman. His moth-
er, Baby, was a homemaker. His parents were very devout and committed Catholics. Every week there was 
confession on Saturday, Mass on Sunday, and family prayer. Johnson became an altar boy as soon as he could. 
He greatly admired his pastor, who became a role model for him. When he was 15 years old, his pastor was 
keen to encourage all the boys to consider the priesthood and sent him to a Vocation Camp. The camp was for 
5 days and was conducted by diocesan priests. They happened to invite a Carmelite priest to talk to the stu-
dents. Johnson had begun to think about priesthood already, but when he heard the Carmelite describe his life 
and journey, he was very attracted to the order. He especially loved that the Carmelites live, pray, work and 
eat and do everything as a community. So, Johnson talked to the priest saying he wanted to know more. The 
priest, who was in charge of recruitment to the order, gave Johnson a brochure. Immediately, Johnson contact-
ed him.  Interested boys did not automatically join, there were interviews followed by a process. He was se-
lected in 1980, along with 25 other boys from all over India, to begin formation.   

The first year’s studies were focused on Latin, English, comportment and Bible Studies. The next year and a 
half  covered Postulancy and the Novitiate.  This was followed months of intense solitude and prayer.  
As you might imagine, young men who didn’t have a real call from God would be dropping out by 
now, in fact, the class of 26 dwindled down to only 6 ordinations. 

Three years of Philosophy led to a BA, followed by a year of Regency, which is internship in a parish  to bring 
the young men to an exposure of parish life.   

One of the things Johnson loved to do is ride a motorbike.  He began ministering to the very poor in remote 
villages. At this point in his formation, he had an accident and suffered a broken leg. He was forced to take a 
year off.  The accident caused him to question God.  How could God let this happen? Did He really want 
Johnson to become a priest?    

At some point Fr. will share this testimony with the parish. 

Order priest often have a longer formation commitment.  For Johnson, there were 4 years more to earn a Bth, 
a Bachelor of Theology.  Fr. was ordained in 1994 in India. In 1998  he went to Avila, Spain where he got a 
diploma in Carmelite Spirituality. In 2000, while in Spain, he and Fr.  Theo were professors of Spirituality and 
related subjects in Burgose. From there he went to  Rome for 7 years to earn his Doctorate Spiritual Theology.  
Fr. Johnson, as you can tell, is very accomplished and brilliant.  After Rome, he was a professor  in 2 seminar-
ies in India and was Provincial of St. Francis Xavier in the province of Andhra, India.  

Like Fr. Theo, if you remember the article on him, Fr. Johnson is a multi-tasker.  At the moment, he is the  
Director of a Retreat Center in Mumbai, India.  Thank God he has taken these months off from the Center to 
visit with us.  Fr. has what he calls a “missionary thirst”.  As a hobby or 
sideline, he very successfully seeks donations from  all over Europe and 
America and even from the wealthy in India to gain material to create 
food kits for the hungry and homeless.  He has also just recently con-
structed a home for a widow and her 3 children.  God has given him such 
a good and generous heart and anointed him to be able to encourage oth-
ers to share in this ministry to the poor.  

Fr. Johnson is an expert in an extensive range of spiritual topics and 
speaks 6 languages fluently. We have been given a gift in being able to 
experience his ministry in St. Francis even if only for a short time.  
 



St. Francis Parish Ministries  

Sunday, May 8, 2022  

6:45 am: + Mayie Maitia  

8:30 am: + Rudy Tirado  

10:30 am: Int. Patricia Brown  

12:30 pm: + Raquel Gonzalez  

5:00 pm: + Siria Soltero  

Monday, May 9, 2022 

6:30 am: + George Caratan Sill   

12:10 pm: Int . of Dominque & Family  

Tuesday, May 10, 2022 

6:30 am: Int. For the Conversions of the Family Jirano   

12:10 pm: + Siria Soltero  

Wednesday, May 11, 2022 

6:30 am: Jorge Vega  

12:10 pm: + Thanksgiving    

5:00 pm: + Zoila Perez  

Thursday, May 12, 2022 

6:30 am: + Matias Cabrera  

12:10 pm + Patricia Wisheropp  

5:00 pm + Jose Roberto 

Friday, May 13, 2022 

6:30 am + Frank Coushman   

12:10 + Andrea Stricklen   

Saturday, May 14, 2022    

8:00 am + Armando Rangel Villanueva by Family 

5:00 pm + Rudy Banducci  
7:30 pm Int of All Souls by Chien & Mary Pham 

Marriage Banns 

May 

Jack Antongiovanni & Shelbey Knudson 
Alfredo Guzman & Gloria Bravo 
Shaun Lampel & Stephanie Lugo 

Caleb Richmond &  Avery Andrew 

 

Prayers for the living loved ones,     

relatives, friends & pets of Elsa & Zsa & 

Prayers for the departed loved ones, 

relatives &  friends of  Elsa & Zsa. 

Gerardo Getigan, Walt Widhalm,  

Michael France, Erica Palacios Cas-

taneda, Eugenio Tortal, Isabelle Church 

& Family, Emiliano Aguinaldo, Lucia 

Rodriguez, Natividad A. Getigan 

Sanctuary Lamps 

 

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.  2 Tim.4:7  

In memory of parishioners who have been given the gift of eternal life in the month of April with       
services through St. Francis: 

           Justin Herrera  Richard Duax  Pedro Zamora Ayala                                                                                                                 
 Baby Evelyn Barrientos Jean Lucien Membrede       Jimmy G. Chapman
 Rene Munoz               Sara Razo  Beatrice Marie Quinones 
   Albert Lara  Abel Briseno         Susan Schaffer              
 Manuel Medina Perez   Betty Mosley Erik Castro          Anne Falcon                                        
 

Our funeral team wishes to accompany those who are grieving and to show the light of Jesus        
Christ  risen to those whose hearts are broken.  Our Parish embraces all who are mourning and      
gives direction for funeral services. We give thanks to God for the deceased's life and hold family      

and friends close in prayer as they travel through a most difficult time.                                              
Blessed are they who mourn,  for they shall be comforted. 

Wishing all families, a very happy and Blessed Easter season. 



 
 

San Joaquin Fence 

MIKE CLARKSEAN 
661-322-9700 

Fax: 661-322-9600 
1933 E. California Avenue 

Bakersfield, CA 93308 

Last Month’s Weekly Collections 
April 3, 2022- 
April 9, 2022 

March 27, 2022-  
April 2, 2022 

Total:  $13,256.00 Total:  $20,744.00 Total:  $31,188.00 Total:  $16,845.00 

April 10, 2022- 
April 16, 2022 

2733 “F” Street 

661-395-0555 
Soups • Sandwiches & 
Homemade Ice Cream 

 

 
 

April 17, 2022-  
April 23, 2022 

We Appreciate Your Donations!  
Donations can be mailed into the church office. 900 H Street, Bakersfield, CA 93304  

"Blessed are they who have kept the word with a generous heart and 
yield a harvest through perseverance.  

~  Luke 8:15  ~ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Since 1929, the Fanucchi Family has welcomed you with caring compassionate hometown service. 

Funeral Home 
Doughty-Calhoun-O’Meara 

  1100 Truxtun Ave. Bakersfield, CA    Available 24/7 at (661)324-9821 www.doughtycalhounomera.coom 

661-834-1246 

BOB’S JUNGLE 

Interior Plantscapes  

for Business or Home 

Design, Sales & Leasing 

Guaranteed Maintenance 

 

- PLANT RENTALS - 

 

Parties, Special Events  

& Weddings 

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

SERBAN 
SOUND 

SYSTEMS 
 

 

 
 
 

AROUND THE CLOCK  
Providing over 30 years  

of service. Locally  
owned & operated. 

Services to maintain 
Independence at home. 

 

Home Health Care 
Companion Care  

Caregiver Training 
Payee Services 

Senior Placement Services 
 

661-395-5800 

PHYLLIS  
LOPEZ  

 

Realtor 
 

661-333-8506 
DRE#01195361 

 


