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St. Francis of  Assisi Parish 

Bulletin for : Sunday, May 1, 2022 ~ Third Sunday of Easter  

900 H. Street, Bakersfield CA  93304 
Phone: 661-327-4734 / www.stfran.org 

Security for the Church & School: 661-201-2489 
 

Franciscan 

Mass Schedule   

Saturday  
8:00 AM (English)  

5:00 PM (Vigil, English) 
 7:00 PM (Vietnamese)  

 

Sunday 
6:45 AM (English) 
8:30 AM (English)  

10:30 AM (English) + Livestreaming  
12:30 PM (Spanish)     

5:00 PM (English) 
                                                     

 Weekdays 
6:30 AM (English)  
12:10 PM (English) 

Wednesdays & Thursdays  
5:00 PM (Spanish)   

Sacrament of Penance 
Saturdays: beginning at 8:30 AM  

until  9:30 AM  or by appointment. 

 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Monday thru  Friday 7:00 AM -  5:00 PM  

Anointing of the Sick 
First Friday of the month immediately   

following the 12:10 PM Mass. 

 

St. Francis Parish School 

Rev. Theophane N. Antony, Administrator  Pro-Tem  
Kelli Gruszka, Principal 

Cindy Schoorl, Vice Principal 
2516 Palm Street, Bakersfield, CA 93304 

Phone:  661-326-7955/Fax:  661-752-5902 
www.stfranschool.org 

Grades Pre-Kindergarten-8th 

  

St. Francis Parish Clergy 
 Rev. Theophane N. Antony, Administrator Pro-Tem 

Rev. Joseph Lawrence, Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Jorge Ramirez, Parochial Vicar & Hospital Ministry 

Rev. Stanley Stephen Amburose, Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Msgr. Nathaniel Ndiokwere, Ret.- In Residence 

   Deacon Joseph Lubatti 
Deacon Francis Moore 

Deacon Hugo Navarrete 
 Deacon Scotty Bourne, Ret. Detention Ministry 

St. Francis Religious Education 
 

Jerry Torres, Director of Religious Education  
900 H Street, Bakersfield, CA 93304 

Phone:  661-327-4734 Ext. 234 
Email: jtorres@stfran.org 

Communications 
Sandra Galicia, Bulletin Editor  

sgalicia@stfran.org 
 

Funerals 
Roylene See, Funeral Coordinator 

rsee@stfran.org 

The Mission of St. Francis of Assisi Parish is to 
provide a safe, welcoming environment of 

Catholic worship, evangelization & fellowship,  
living in the spirit of St. Francis of Assisi. 

Baptisms 
Bianca Bravo, Baptism Coordinator 

bbravo@stfran.org  
 

Weddings  
Rebecca Hyatt, Wedding Coordinator 

rhyatt@stfran.org 



St. Francis Parish ~ Priest's  Page  

Jesus fills our Emptiness 

 
In the gospel this weekend we read that the disciples were lost, because the one whom they trusted is 

no more. The  boat was empty; something was missing. They set out for fishing; but they set out with-

out Jesus. Sometimes we can relate ourselves to this story. The gospel is an invitation to rely on God. 

Deep down we really do want to rely on God, we want to know that someone is in charge and every-

thing is going to be okay. But we get confused and turn to what we’re comfortable. The apostles do 

exactly that. They go fishing, but they are fishing without the Lord. 

And so they don’t catch anything. Sometimes God allows our best-laid plans to come crashing down 

around us. He doesn’t do this to torment us, but to teach us to trust in him. They caught nothing, but 

Jesus blesses them with a big catch. He fills the boat with 153 types of fish. 

According to St Jerome, there are 153 types of fish in the ocean. So that number represents above all 

the fullness of the Church. But it also represents the fullness of our own lives when we give them over 

to Christ. He fills our emptiness with his friendship. He gives us meaning and purpose. He fills our lives 

with wonder; he fills our lives with love. 

Sabbatical Leave 

As you know I will be away for three months. My family is celebrating my jubilee on May 14th. I know 

you will be with me in spirit. Please keep me in your prayers, as I do pray for you.  Fr. Johnson will 

oversee the parish in my absence, also Fr Stephen, Fr Joe, Fr Jorge, and Mnsgr. Nathaniel  and all our 

Deacons will be with you as they continue to serve the parish so diligently. I appreciate their     minis-

try and service. 

Solar Panel Project 

I would like to thank our wonderful staff and volunteers for your hard work and continued support. 

Keep up the good work. I would like to express my deepest gratitude to our Solar Panel Committee 

Fran Gunner, Michele Ming, Aida Molina, Cathy Lucas, Laurie Bustamante, Susan Sindelar, Laura  

Etcheverry, Christine Etcheverry, Bernadette Root, and other committee members. Our first Solar   

Panel kick off gathering was a great success; it couldn’t have happened without you all! You are     

truly making a difference in our Parish.  

First Holy Communion 

Congratulations to all our Saint Francis 

Parish school children who received 

their first Holy Communion. May Jesus 

be your best friend.     We are so proud 

of you. 

 

God Bless, 

Fr. Theo 



St. Francis Parish Ministries  

Fr. Jude Eli 
Will be celebrating Mass  

April 30th at 5:00 PM  
 May 1st at 6:45 AM & 8:30 

Anointing of the sick is offered the 
first Friday of the month after the 
12:10 PM Mass. The next anointing 

will be Friday, May 6th. 

Communion 
Our communion rail is  avail-

able to all who would like to 

kneel when receiving com-

munion. All those who wish 

to continue to stand may 

receive accordingly.  

A special thanks to Margarette 
Heath for sponsoring our       

communion rale pads.  



St. Francis Parish Church Announcements  

St Vincent de Paul Homeless Center (316 Baker Street) 
is in need of the items listed below to help the homeless, 
low income and poor of our community.     

Socks 
Men’s boxers – sizes med to 2xl 
Women’s briefs – sizes M, L and XL 
Adult Tee Shirts – colored M, L, XL & 2XL- 
Belts – All sizes (gently used is great) 
Gently used items like clothing and shoes are always 
welcome (adult sizes) 

Hot Cereal – Quick cooking oatmeal (not individual packets) 
Cold Cereal – boxes or bags – the homeless like sweet cereal 
Hygiene items:  travel sizes of deodorant, toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, Shampoo, soap, and combs. 

Gift cards always welcome - Walmart or Smart   & Final 

ALL WELCOME! DATE: Friday, May 20, 2022 
PLACE: Parish  Hall 

TIME: 6:00 PM 

If you are unable to attend 
please send someone from 

your ministry.  



St. Francis Parish News & Announcements 
LITTLE FLOWER SOCIETY AKA MONDAY NIGHT DINNERS 
by Joi Bourne 

Isn’t it inspiring how a giving spirit is catchy? It can become like a welcomed pandemic of joy. And contrary to popular opinion, a 
single person can make a tremendous difference in the world.  Here’s one example. Years ago, Steven Ariey had a teacher in 3rd 
grade, who taught her class how to grow vegetables, make soup and distribute it to the poor in her neighborhood church. Soon 
his family had joined in the project. It was such a life-giving venture that the Ariey’s decided to take it to their home church, St. 
Francis of Assisi, since our church is in a poorer part of Bakersfield just at the fringe of the main part of town. The Lord reminds us 
that, “What you do it for the least of My brothers, you do for Me..”  After getting permission from the pastor, Denise Ariey and 
her 3 sons: Steven, Jason, and Andrew, decided to make and distribute meals once a week on Mondays in the parking lot of the 
church. When they started there were 5-6 people who received sandwiches, punch, coffee, and cookies.  In the beginning, the 
family made the sandwiches at home and brought them to the church.  After a few months and donations from others, there 
were about 50 – 75 people, so they brought tables outside. Some took the food to go, others sat and enjoyed the time together. 
When the number grew to around 150, the group moved across the street to a hall that had been purchased by the parish. This 
building is currently used by Catholic Charities. More parishioners caught the idea and the Monday night sandwiches evolved into 
hot meals, faithfully cooked and donated by some very kind and generous souls.  After 2 years, the dinners moved back to the 
church and into the hall, where the numbers swelled to 300 plus. This opened the hearts of    more people: more cooks, a milk 
company who donated 10-20 gallons every week,  the city school system who donated leftover individual cartons of milk and 
packaged foods, parishioners purchased pizzas and other meals. In fact, so much was donated that usually there was enough 
food to feed all the people and still send them home with food.        

Feeding the hungry didn’t feel like enough for this little army of generous souls so they began finding excuses to do more. This is 
a sample of things they started and continued until Covid entered our lives:  
A weekly Bible Study was held during the meal. At Christmas, there were bags of groceries and gifts for all the children. At 
Thanksgiving, a Thanksgiving dinner, complete with all the trimmings was given to all who came. At Easter, moms were given a 
coupon for a manicure and pedicure. In August when the children were going back to school, they were given a backpack loaded 
with school supplies. Every winter there was a drive for warm clothes, jackets, socks, hats, gloves, hygiene kits, etc.  

After 18 years, in May of 2020, Sr. Elaine and Pat Fraser took over from the Ariey’s. Things during Covid were so different. It was 
a struggle to get food donated, many places were closed so Sr. Elaine asked all the ministries to take turns cooking a meal. The 
meals continued.  When the church was closed due to Covid, the meals never stopped.   Of course, the number went back down 
because many were afraid to go out of their homes.  The resourcefulness of these kind souls is amazing!  They never let Covid 
stop them from volunteering or from feeding the hungry and the donations keep coming!  Individuals buy food or donate money, 
Knights of Columbus and Catholic Charities have donated funds.  Since Gleaners feed people at Christ the King parish, and there 
is more than enough for that parish, the rest comes to us.    

Pat Fraser and Gloria Ratliff arrive in our church kitchen between 9-10 every Monday morning to cook the hamburger meat that 
is donated by a rancher.  Other volunteers show up between 2-3 pm to fill the bags for each attendee.  Each one leaves with 2 
bags: 1 hot meal and 1 filled with groceries, a hygiene kit and 2 bottles of water, which is donated by a water company.   
God seems to be the Orchestrator of this project because He touches the hearts of so many good people. I asked Pat why she 
continues – what does she get out of this ministry. She said very simply, “God calls us to help. I’m just trying to follow God’s 
word.”  If we all tuned in to God’s voice, the world would be a much friendlier and happier place. 

This is one pandemic that it is worth catching! I hope you will expose yourself to it. 
Do you feel the call to help?  You can call Pat Fraser at 330-6624. 
Volunteers range from high schoolers to senior citizens.  

Donations are always needed for dinners and bags of groceries.   
These foods are particularly helpful to give: canned foods (pop-tops are best,) especially soups, tuna, chicken, Vienna sausages, 

canned veggies, canned fruits, peanut butter, jelly, puddings, breads, cereals, toilet paper, paper towels.  Also needed are paper 

goods for the meals: plates, napkins, take-out cartons, plastic ware. 

Serve the Less Fortunate & 

G i v e  H o p e  



St. Francis Parish Ministries  

Sunday, May 1, 2022 

6:45 am: Int Family Jirano  

8:30 am: + Diana Desheild’s O’Neil  

10:30 am:  Int of Patricia Brown  

12:30 pm: +Enrique Sanchez  
5:00 pm: Int. Secular Franciscan    

Monday, May 2, 2022 

6:30 am:  Int. Family Jirano  

12:10 pm: + Deceased Lozano Family  

Tuesday, May 3, 2022 
6:30 am: + Eli Molina     

12:10 pm: Int. All Souls in Purgatory    

 Wednesday, May 4, 2022 

6:30 am: Int. Family Jirano 

12:10 pm: + Bernadette   

5:00 pm: Int. All Souls  
Thursday, May 5, 2022 

6:30 am: + Family Jirano  

12:10 pm: Int. Dominque  

5:00 pm: + Pablo Antonio Blanco Hernandez 

Friday, May 6, 2022 
6:30 am: + Andrea Stricklen     

12:10 pm: + Deceased Archuleta Family  

Saturday, May 7, 2022 

8:00 am: + Armando Rangel Villanueva  

5:00 pm: Int. Ortiz Rocha Family     

7:30 pm: + Erma Buoni  

Marriage Banns 

May 

Jack Antongiovanni & Shelbey Knudson 
Alfredo Guzman & Gloria Bravo 
Shaun Lampel & Stephanie Lugo 

Caleb Richmond &  Avery Andrew 

 

Prayers for the living loved ones,     

relatives, friends & pets of Elsa & Zsa & 

Prayers for the departed loved ones, 

relatives &  friends of  Elsa & Zsa. 

Gerardo Getigan, Walt Widhalm,  

Michael France, Erica Palacios Cas-

taneda, Eugenio Tortal, Isabelle Church 

& Family, Emiliano Aguinaldo, Lucia 

Rodriguez, Natividad A. Getigan 

Sanctuary Lamps 

 

I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.  2 Tim.4:7  

In memory of parishioners who have been given the gift of eternal life in the month of April with       
services through St. Francis: 

           Justin Herrera  Richard Duax  Pedro Zamora Ayala                                                                                                                 
 Baby Evelyn Barrientos Jean Lucien Membrede       Jimmy G. Chapman
 Rene Munoz               Sara Razo  Beatrice Marie Quinones 
   Albert Lara  Abel Briseno         Susan Schaffer              
 Manuel Medina Perez   Betty Mosley Erik Castro          Anne Falcon                                        
 

Our funeral team wishes to accompany those who are grieving and to show the light of Jesus        
Christ  risen to those whose hearts are broken.  Our Parish embraces all who are mourning and      
gives direction for funeral services. We give thanks to God for the deceased's life and hold family      

and friends close in prayer as they travel through a most difficult time.                                              
Blessed are they who mourn,  for they shall be comforted. 

Wishing all families, a very happy and Blessed Easter season. 



 
 

San Joaquin Fence 

MIKE CLARKSEAN 
661-322-9700 

Fax: 661-322-9600 
1933 E. California Avenue 

Bakersfield, CA 93308 

Last Month’s Weekly Collections 
April 3, 2022- 
April 9, 2022 

March 27, 2022-  
April 2, 2022 

Total:  $13,256.00 Total:  $20,744.00 Total:  $31,188.00 Total:  $16,845.00 

April 10, 2022- 
April 16, 2022 

2733 “F” Street 

661-395-0555 
Soups • Sandwiches & 
Homemade Ice Cream 

 

 
 

April 17, 2022-  
April 23, 2022 

We Appreciate Your Donations!  
Donations can be mailed into the church office. 900 H Street, Bakersfield, CA 93304  

"Blessed are they who have kept the word with a generous heart and 
yield a harvest through perseverance.  

~  Luke 8:15  ~ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Since 1929, the Fanucchi Family has welcomed you with caring compassionate hometown service. 

Funeral Home 
Doughty-Calhoun-O’Meara 

  1100 Truxtun Ave. Bakersfield, CA    Available 24/7 at (661)324-9821 www.doughtycalhounomera.coom 

661-834-1246 

BOB’S JUNGLE 

Interior Plantscapes  

for Business or Home 

Design, Sales & Leasing 

Guaranteed Maintenance 

 

- PLANT RENTALS - 

 

Parties, Special Events  

& Weddings 

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

SERBAN 
SOUND 

SYSTEMS 
 

 

 
 
 

AROUND THE CLOCK  
Providing over 30 years  

of service. Locally  
owned & operated. 

Services to maintain 
Independence at home. 

 

Home Health Care 
Companion Care  

Caregiver Training 
Payee Services 

Senior Placement Services 
 

661-395-5800 

PHYLLIS  
LOPEZ  

 

Realtor 
 

661-333-8506 
DRE#01195361 

 


