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Carla Medina, Parish Secretary 

cmedina@stfran.org 
 

Accounting 
Stella Garcia-Hernandez, Accounting 

sgarcia@stfran.org  

The 

St. Francis of  Assisi Parish 

Bulletin for : Sunday, January 16, 2022 ~ Second in Sunday in Ordinary Time  

900 H. Street, Bakersfield CA  93304 
Phone: 661-327-4734 / www.stfran.org 

Security for the Church & School: 661-201-2489 
 

Franciscan 

Mass Schedule   

Saturday  
8:00 AM (English)  

5:00 PM (Vigil, English) 
 7:00 PM (Vietnamese)  

 

Sunday 
6:45 AM (English) 
8:30 AM (English)  

10:30 AM (English) + Livestreaming  
12:30 PM (Spanish)     

5:00 PM (English) 
                                                     

 Weekdays 
6:30 AM (English)  
12:10 PM (English) 

Wednesdays & Thursdays  
5:00 PM (Spanish)   

Sacrament of Penance 
Saturdays: beginning at 8:30 AM  

until  9:30 AM  or by appointment. 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Monday thru  Friday 7:00 AM -  5:00 PM  

Anointing of the Sick 
First Friday of the month immediately   

following the 12:10 PM Mass. 

 

St. Francis Parish School 

Rev. Theophane N. Antony, Administrator  Pro-Tem  
Kelli Gruszka, Principal 

Cindy Schoorl, Vice Principal 
2516 Palm Street, Bakersfield, CA 93304 

Phone:  661-326-7955/Fax:  661-752-5902 
www.stfranschool.org 

Grades Pre-Kindergarten-8th 

  

St. Francis Parish Clergy 
 Rev. Theophane N. Antony, Administrator Pro-Tem 

Rev. Joseph Lawrence, Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Jorge Ramirez, Parochial Vicar & Hospital Ministry 

Rev. Stanley Stephen Amburose, Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Msgr. Nathaniel Ndiokwere, Ret.- In Residence 

   Deacon Joseph Lubatti 
Deacon Francis Moore 

Deacon Hugo Navarrete 
 Deacon Scotty Bourne, Ret. Detention Ministry 

St. Francis Religious Education 
 

Jerry Torres, Director of Religious Education  
900 H Street, Bakersfield, CA 93304 

Phone:  661-327-4734 Ext. 234 
Email: jtorres@stfran.org 

Communications 
Sandra Galicia, Bulletin Editor  

sgalicia@stfran.org 
 

Funerals 
Roylene See, Funeral Coordinator 

rsee@stfran.org 

The Mission of St. Francis of Assisi Parish is to 
provide a safe, welcoming environment of 

Catholic worship, evangelization & fellowship,  
living in the spirit of St. Francis of Assisi. 

Baptisms 
Bianca Bravo, Baptism Coordinator 

bbravo@stfran.org  
 

Weddings  
Rebecca Hyatt, Wedding Coordinator 

rhyatt@stfran.org 



St. Francis Parish ~ Priests' Page 

Pope's 3 key words for a   
marriage: 'Please, thanks,  
sorry' 
Pope Francis is seeking to encourage married couples. 

Pope Francis  is seeking to encourage married couples, acknowledging that the pan-
demic has aggravated some family problems but urging couples to seek help and always 
remember three key words in a marriage: “Please, thanks and sorry.” 

Francis penned a letter to married couples that was released Sunday, a Catholic feast day 

commemorating Jesus’ family. It came halfway through a yearlong celebration of the fami-

ly announced by Francis that is due to conclude in June with a big rally in Rome. 

In the letter, Francis said lockdowns and quarantines had forced families to spend more 

time together. But he noted that such enforced togetherness at times tested the patience of 

parents and siblings alike and in some cases led to difficulties. 

“Pre-existing problems were aggravated, creating conflicts that in some cases became     

almost unbearable. Many even experienced the breakup of a relationship,” Francis wrote. 

He offered his closeness to those families and reminded parents that the breakup of a    

marriage is particularly hard on children, who look to their parents as a constant source    

of stability, love, trust and strength. 

 

https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/catholic
https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/rome


St. Francis Parish News & Announcements 

Monday - Thursday at 5:00 PM 
Fridays at 5:30 PM 

Come join us in the Chapel! 

There will be no adoration on Monday,  
January 17th. Thank you! 

Parish Offices will be closed Monday, January 17th.  

Thank you to all who helped 
to prepare for Fr. Theo’s   

jubilee celebration. A special 
thank you to the Altar Guild 

who were on hand all    
Sunday to supply the  

Parish with fresh coffee and      
donuts. It was a  
huge success! 

Next Ministry Meeting is scheduled 
for Friday, January 20th in the Parish 

Hall at 6:00 PM.  

Hope to see you 
all there! 



D i v i n e  M e r c y  C e n a c l e  

Meets on the first and third  
Tuesday of each month   
at 6:30 pm. We look forward  
to seeing you! 

For more  details contact: 
Diana Marquez at 204-6567  

St. Francis Parish Church Announcements  

Secular  

Franciscan Order 

Please come join us! 

Meetings are held the 

2nd Saturday  

of the month. 

11:00 AM - 2:00 PM  

Conference Room B. 

“If God can work through me, he can work through anyone.”  

~ St. Francis of Assisi 

We meet every 2nd Saturday of the month 
at 6:30 AM in the Parish Hall.  

All are Welcome! 

Thanks to all who donated food, des-
serts, canned goods, supplies, milk, 

bread, sandwiches, hygiene kits, cloth-
ing, beanies, blankets,  shoes, bottled wa-

ter and frozen meats to our Monday 
Night Dinner Ministry. By providing 

these everyday staples, the people in our 
community are truly  appreciative of 

these lifesaving blessings.   

However, we are  in need of coats/jackets 
and shoes in all sizes, new or  gently 
used. Please contact Pat  330-6624. 

May God bless you for all you do for our 
Ministry. 

The Cursillo Ministry meets 
every first & third Monday of 

the month @ 7PM in  the 
Youth Center. 

New members are welcome! 

Meets every Wednesday at 
5PM in Conference Room A. 

Friday evenings in the Chapel from 
6:45pm-8:45pm 

The R&R Bible 
study group 
meets every  
Tuesday at 
8am in the 
parish hall. 



St. Francis Parish News & Announcements 

ITALIAN CATHOLIC FEDERATION 
by Joi Bourne 

 
Have you ever heard of the ICF or maybe heard of it and wondered what goes on there? I know I have. 
Well, since we have a chapter here at St. Francis, I looked into it and it’s actually very interesting! It is a 
non-profit organization formed in 1924 as a support fellowship for the people who immigrated from    
Italy. They established chapters in dioceses all over the country. Long ago, they expanded their focus to 
include all practicing Catholics of all ages and cultures, but they have retained the name ICF.   

Their mission is to “uphold and develop the religious spirit among its members and to spread that spirit 
throughout the community.” They are dedicated to continuing the Christian traditions of love, hospitality, 
and works of charity as signs of Christ’s peace. According to their website, they are active and interested 
in every aspect of parish life, believing that the laity’s participation is our apostolic mission, so the mem-
bers volunteer in all areas within their parishes.  Then they also have a Heritage Program, which “informs 
and enlightens each new generation about the many contributions that Catholic men and women who 
came before us have made to our society”. They not only promote the Italian contribution but also all the 
cultures and their heritages and contributions.   There is a national publication sent out, called The       
Bollettino filled with ICF news, information about events, recipes, book reviews, historical and religious 
articles.  Also included is info about scholarship awards. It’s amazing that so little is known about this 
wonderful organization.  Their generosity reaches to support the clergy; donations for the continuation of 
vocations to the priesthood; scholarships to Catholic elementary and high school students and grants to 
assist the developmentally disabled. ICF is a major supporter of Cooley’s Anemia research and treatment 
and an Organ Donor Awareness Program. There is a Gifts of Love program, which provides grants to 
people with disabilities so they can develop skills to assist them toward greater independence. They   
offer annual awards: The Pope Saint John XXIII is presented to an outstanding lay person who               
exemplifies the humanitarian qualities of this Pope; The Saint Teresa of Calcutta award to recognize a 
clergy member or religious for exemplary humanitarian work; The Grand President’s award to a member 
for exceptional community service in the spirit of ICF; and awards to a Family of the Year and a young 
adult who exhibits the qualities of good leadership. 

On the social side of things, they enjoy meals together and go on excursions, and enjoy other shared   
activities where they can worship and socialize together, and they are active in various cultural events 
throughout the country.  There are two chapters in Bakersfield: one is   
affiliated with St. Francis parish and the other one is affiliated with Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help parish.  It is important to note that everyone is  
welcome, whether you are a member of these parishes or somewhere 
else.  Over the years, I have known several people who are involved in  
our chapter of ICF.  They have always been welcoming, fun-loving and 
inviting.  If this resonates with you and you are looking for a group of    
like-minded Catholics, try this out.       

Single or couple or family, Italian or not – if you are a practicing Catholic, 
you’re in!  Judy Jacobs and Barbara Crear share the Presidency this year. 
Maria Steele, the Vice President, made sure I wrote an invitation into this 
article that ICF is all about the family experience.  If you think you don’t 
have family here in Bakersfield – yes you do.  Come to a meeting and 
meet them!  They are held in the evening of the second Tuesday of every 
month in one of the classrooms of the Youth Center.   

If you would like more info or to talk to Maria, please call the parish and 
leave your name and number.  Maria would love to speak with you. 



St. Francis Parish Ministries  

Sanctuary Lamps 
Prayers for the living loved ones, relatives, 

friends & pets of Elsa & Zsa. 

Prayers for the departed loved ones, relatives 
& friends of Elsa & Zsa. 

    Isabelle Church & Family  

Gloria Albano Chan 

Walt Widhalm 

 

Marriage Banns 
January 2022 

Pedro Naveiras & Mariah Uribe 

February 2022 
Michael-John Morin & Sarah Vasquez 

Nathaniel Alvarez & Nancy Luna 
Bret  Northington & Elizabeth  Farr  

March 2022 
Oscar Tapia & Selene Zamora 

Leo Martinez III & Crystal Villatoro 



 
 

San Joaquin Fence 

MIKE CLARKSEAN 
661-322-9700 

Fax: 661-322-9600 
1933 E. California Avenue 

Bakersfield, CA 93308 

Last Month’s Weekly Collections 
December 12, 2021- 
December 18, 2021 

December 5, 2021-  
December 11, 2021 

Total:  $12,368.00 Total:  $15,491.00 Total:  $9,240.00 Total:  $10,679.00 

December 19, 2021- 
December 25, 2021 

2733 “F” Street 

661-395-0555 
Soups • Sandwiches & 
Homemade Ice Cream 

 

 
 

December 26, 2021-  
January 1, 2022 

We Appreciate Your Donations!  
Donations can be mailed into the church office. 900 H Street, Bakersfield, CA 93304  

"Blessed are they who have kept the word with a generous heart and 
yield a harvest through perseverance.  

~  Luke 8:15  ~ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Since 1929, the Fanucchi Family has welcomed you with caring compassionate hometown service. 

Funeral Home 
Doughty-Calhoun-O’Meara 

  1100 Truxtun Ave. Bakersfield, CA    Available 24/7 at (661)324-9821 www.doughtycalhounomera.coom 

661-834-1246 

BOB’S JUNGLE 

Interior Plantscapes  

for Business or Home 

Design, Sales & Leasing 

Guaranteed Maintenance 

 

- PLANT RENTALS - 

 

Parties, Special Events  

& Weddings 

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

SERBAN 
SOUND 

SYSTEMS 
 

 

 
 
 

AROUND THE CLOCK  
Providing over 30 years  

of service. Locally  
owned & operated. 

Services to maintain 
Independence at home. 

 

Home Health Care 
Companion Care  

Caregiver Training 
Payee Services 

Senior Placement Services 
 

661-395-5800 

 

It’s important to update your contact  

information with our Parish Office.  

Please call 661-327-4734 to update your phone  

number, home address, email, or other         

contact information.  

PHYLLIS  
LOPEZ  

 

Realtor 
 

661-333-8506 
DRE#01195361 

 


