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The 

St. Francis of  Assisi Parish 

Bulletin for : Sunday, September 4, 2022 ~ twenty-third in Sunday in Ordinary  Time 

900 H. Street, Bakersfield CA  93304 
Phone: 661-327-4734 / www.stfran.org 

Security for the Church & School: 661-201-2489 
 

Franciscan 

Mass Schedule   

Saturday  
8:00 AM (English)  

5:00 PM (Vigil, English) 
 7:00 PM (Vietnamese)  

 

Sunday 
6:45 AM (English) 
8:30 AM (English)  

10:30 AM (English) + Livestreaming  
12:30 PM (Spanish)     

5:00 PM (English) 
                                                     

 Weekdays 
6:30 AM (English)  
12:10 PM (English) 

Wednesdays & Thursdays  
5:00 PM (Spanish)   

Sacrament of Penance 
Saturdays: beginning at 8:30 AM  

until  9:30 AM  or by appointment. 
 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Monday thru  Friday 7:00 AM -  5:00 PM  

Anointing of the Sick 
First Friday of the month immediately   

following the 12:10 PM Mass. 

 

St. Francis Parish School 

Rev. Theophane N. Antony, Administrator  Pro-Tem  
Kelli Gruszka, Principal 

Cindy Schoorl, Vice Principal 
2516 Palm Street, Bakersfield, CA 93304 

Phone:  661-326-7955/Fax:  661-752-5902 
www.stfranschool.org 

Grades Pre-Kindergarten-8th 

St. Francis Parish Clergy 
 Rev. Theophane N. Antony, Administrator Pro-Tem 

Rev. Joseph Lawrence, Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Stanley Stephen Amburose, Parochial Vicar 

Rev. Jorge Ramirez, Parochial Vicar & Hospital Ministry 
Rev. Jude Okonkwo, Hospital Ministry 

Rev. Msgr. Nathaniel Ndiokwere, Ret.- In Residence 
   Deacon Joseph Lubatti 

 Deacon Scotty Bourne, Ret. Detention Ministry 

St. Francis Religious Education 
 

Jerry Torres, Director of Religious Education  
900 H Street, Bakersfield, CA 93304 

Phone:  661-327-4734 Ext. 234 
Email: jtorres@stfran.org 

Accounting 
Stella Garcia-Hernandez, Accounting 

sgarcia@stfran.org  

Communications 
Sandra Galicia, Bulletin Editor  

sgalicia@stfran.org 

The Mission of St. Francis of Assisi Parish is to 
provide a safe, welcoming environment of 

Catholic worship, evangelization & fellowship,  
living in the spirit of St. Francis of Assisi. 

Funerals 
Roylene See, Funeral Coordinator 

rsee@stfran.org 

Weddings  
Rebecca Hyatt, Wedding Coordinator 

rhyatt@stfran.org 



St. Francis Parish ~ Priest's  Page  
 
Reflections from Pope Francis' apostolic letter on the liturgy, Desiderio desideravi 
The pope’s newest apostolic letter reflects upon the meaning of baptism, our understanding of mystery, inadequate litur-
gical approaches, the art of celebrating the liturgy and more…  

Baptism, not magic 
Our first encounter with his paschal deed is the event that marks the life of all believers: our Baptism. This is not a 
mental adhesion to his thought or the agreeing to a code of conduct imposed by Him. Rather, it is a being 
plunged into his passion, death, resurrection, and ascension, a being plunged into his paschal deed. It is not magic.  

Theological sense of Liturgy 
With this letter I simply want to invite the whole Church to rediscover, to safeguard, and to live the truth and power of 
the Christian celebration. I want the beauty of the Christian celebration and its necessary consequences 
for the life of the Church not to be spoiled by a superficial and foreshortened understanding of its val-
ue or, worse yet, by its being exploited in service of some ideological vision, no matter what the hue.  

Observing the rubrics 
Let us be clear here: every aspect of the celebration must be carefully tended to (space, time, gestures, words, 
objects, vestments, song, music…) and every rubric must be observed. Such attention would be enough to prevent rob-
bing from the assembly what is owed to it; namely, the paschal mystery celebrated according to the ritual that the 
Church sets down.  

The liturgical reform and Vatican II 
It would be trivial to read the tensions, unfortunately present around the celebration, as a simple divergence between 
different tastes concerning a particular ritual form. The problematic is primarily ecclesiological. I do not see how it is 
possible to say that one recognizes the validity of the Council , though it amazes me that a Catholic might presume not 
to do so — and at the same time not accept the liturgical reform born out of Sacrosanctum Concilium, a document that 
expresses the reality of the Liturgy intimately joined to the vision of Church so admirably described in Lumen genti-
um.  

A celebration that does not evangelize 
A celebration that does not evangelize is not authentic, just as a proclamation that does not lead to an en-
counter with the risen Lord in the celebration is not authentic. And then both of these, without the testimony of charity, 
are like sounding a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 

Symbolic illiteracy 
So, the question I want to pose is how can we become once again capable of symbols? How can we again know how to 
read them and be able to live them? 

Uniformity in worship 
Everybody doing together the same gesture, everyone speaking together in one voice — this transmits to each individ-
ual the energy of the entire assembly. It is a uniformity that not only does not deaden but, on the contrary, ed-
ucates individual believers to discover the authentic uniqueness of their personalities not in individualistic attitudes 
but in the awareness of being one body.  

The art of celebration 
We could say that there are different “models” of presiding. Here is a possible list of approaches, which even though 
opposed to each other, characterize a way of presiding that is certainly inadequate: rigid austerity or an exasperating 
creativity, a spiritualizing mysticism or a practical functionalism, a rushed briskness or an overemphasized slowness, 
a sloppy carelessness or an excessive finickiness, a superabundant friendliness or priestly impassibility. Granted the 
wide range of these examples, I think that the inadequacy of these models of presiding have a common 
root: a heightened personalism of the celebrating style which at times expresses a poorly concealed mania to 
be the centre of attention.  

The role of the priest 
The priest himself should be overpowered by this desire for communion that the Lord has toward each person. It is as if 
he were placed in the middle between Jesus’ burning heart of love and the heart of each of the faithful, which is the ob-
ject of the Lord’s love. To preside at the Eucharist is to be plunged into the furnace of God’s love. 

A call to abandon polemics 
Let us abandon our polemics to listen together to what the Spirit is saying to the Church. Let us safeguard our com-
munion. Let us continue to be astonished at the beauty of the Liturgy. The Paschal Mystery has been given to 
us. Let us allow ourselves to be embraced by the desire that the Lord continues to have to eat His Passover with us. All 
this under the gaze of Mary, Mother of the Church.  

https://aleteia.org/2022/06/29/pope-francis-hoping-laity-priests-come-to-better-understanding-of-liturgy/


St. Francis Parish Ministries  

 

Confession   
is offered every 

Saturday after 

the 8:00 AM 

Mass until 9:30 

AM in the main 

church and 

chapel. 

Adoration of the Holy Eucharist 
 

The weekly hour of 8am to 9am on 

Thursdays is in need of an ongoing    

monitor. Please call Darren  Caskey at          

333-8541 to volunteer for this hour.   

No Adoration on Monday, September 

5th due to  Labor Day Holiday. 

Monday, September 5, 2022 

Guest Celebrant 
Fr. Jude Eli will be celebrating Mass  

September 3rd at 5:00 PM and  
September 4th at 6:45AM & 8:30AM 



St. Francis Parish News & Announcements 

 

FAITH * FOOD * FELLOWSHIP 

Saturday, September 10th 
6:00 AM Fellowship/ 6:30 AM Breakfast 

Location: Msgr. Lahey Parish Hall 
Topic: We are all called to be Disciples 

”Just what does that mean?” 
Speaker: Fr. Theo 

Community Choir 
Rehearses on Wednesday evenings 

at 6:30 PM in the church.          
Come & Sing with Us! 

The Altar Guild 

St. Francis Altar Guild will be meet on Tuesday, 
Sept. 13th at 1:00 in the Parish Hall.  Please bring 
your favorite dessert to share.  All are welcome! 

It is our purpose to unite all members in a spiritual 
bond dedicated to the maintenance and care of all 
things related to the Altar, Liturgy, and for the Glo-

rification of God.  We all have spiritual gifts and 
together we build the Body of Christ.  We welcome 
all parishioners to join us in supporting our minis-

try of prayer and fellowship.  For more infor-
mation about the Altar Guild and becoming a 
member please contact President Kathy Cota 

through the Parish Office. 

Rosary Makers 

Meetings begin September 8th 

They meet every 2nd and      
4th Thursday of the month. 

2:00 PM—4:00 PM in the 
Youth Center. 

All are invited to join! 

Meets every Monday 

begins September 12th   

6:30 PM—7:30 PM 

In the Youth Center   

The Knights of Columbus Council 977 will be holding a 

Citizenship Essay Contest for 8th through 12th grade 

students. For more information, contact Family Direc-

tor Perry Hyatt at (661) 342-0609 or PerryHyatt@icloud.com.  

The 2022-2023 topic is: In an essay of 500- 750 words, 

explain how young Catholics can evangelize our faith to 

families and friends who have turned away 

from religion and encourage them to return 

to the Church and embrace the sacraments. 

mailto:PerryHyatt@icloud.com


St. Francis Parish Church Announcements  
Dear St. Francis of Assisi Parish Family, 

The Parish Finance Council and I wish to share the financial state of the parish with our 

church family to be as transparent as we can. Our Parish Finance Council meets on a     

regular basis and assesses the needs of our parish along with the resources available. The 

pandemic impacted all families and businesses, and our church saw a significant impact in 

income and has had to reevaluate our expenses. We have made many adjustments during 

this time including staff reductions. We continue to employee staff, which is critical to the 

reopening of our parish, and have been blessed with many volunteers that have assisted 

with daily needs. Many ministries are coming back and our Religious Education Program is 

bigger than ever. While we are concerned that Mass offerings have decreased, we pray 

and have confidence that our donations will return to pre-pandemic levels. 

With that being said, we continue to live within our means and are publishing our quarterly 

financials from April 2022 to June 2022. Your financial and prayerful support are greatly    

appreciated. 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Rev. Theophane N. Antony, OCD. 

Administrator Pro Tem 



St. Francis Parish Ministries  

Weekly Mass Intentions 
Sunday, September 4, 2022 
6:45 am: + Frank Del Papa  

8:30 am: + Rudy Banducci Family  
10:30 am: Int. Secular Franciscan 

12:30 pm:  + Jose Romero  
5:00 pm: + Tom Walsh  

Monday, September 5, 2022 
6:30 am: + Evelyn Del Papa  

12:10 pm: +Deceased Lozano Family  

Tuesday, September 6, 2022 
6:30 am: + All Souls in Purgatory   
12:10 pm: + Beatriz M. Tecxon  

Wednesday, September 7, 2022 
6:30 am: + Paul Rodrigues  

12:10 pm: + Marcella Helen Archuleta  
5:00 pm Int. Jesus Y Evangelina  

Covarrubias  

Thursday, September 8, 2022 
6:30 am: + Anna Hattie Stricklin  

12:10 pm: + Mayie Maitia  
5:00 pm: + Gary & Maxinne Nickel  

Friday, September 9, 2022 
6:30 am: + Erma Buoni  

12:10 pm: Int. Stephanie Haskell  

Saturday, September 10, 2022 
8:00 am: +Diana Desheild’s O’Neil  

5:00 pm: +Bud & Betty Fraser  
7:30 pm: Int. All Souls  

 

 

I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will 
never walk in darkness but will have the light of life.   

In memory of parishioners who have been given the gift of 

eternal life in the month of August 2022 with services 

through St. Francis: 

Lesley Moreno Garcia, Salvatore Giannico, Joe Perez 
Sanchez, Rafael Silva, Dr. Julie B. George, Anastacio 
Valadez Rodriguez, Maria Isabel Medina, Beverly Ann 

Overdevest, Audelina Rodriguez 
Montero, Salvador Soto Solorio, 
Elsa Fraschetti, John Cruz Najira, 
Maura Flores Castillo, Rafael Ceja, 
Stephen Goodall,  Shirley Alaniz
    
  The loss of a loved one through 
death is one of the most difficult 
experiences in our journey 
through life.  Nothing can pre-
pare us for the intense emotion 
or the conflicting feelings we ex-
perience in grief. Our funeral 
team wishes to accompany those 
who are grieving and to show the 
light of Jesus Christ risen to 
those whose hearts are broken.  
Our Parish embraces all who are 
mourning and gives direction for 
funeral services. We give thanks 
to God for the deceased's life and 
hold family and friends close in 
prayer as they travel through a 
most difficult time. If you or a 
family member needs assistance 
with the funeral process or pre-
planning, please contact Roylene 
through the parish office, ext. 123  

Sanctuary Lamps 
Isabelle Church, Michael France, Walt Widhalm &  Carmelita  

Albano,  Rosalina Aguinaldo, Natividad Getigan, Gerardo     

Getigan, Prayers for the living  loved ones, relatives, friends      

& pets of Elsa & Zsa & Prayers for the departed loved ones,     

relatives &  friends of  Elsa & Zsa.  



 
 

San Joaquin Fence 

MIKE CLARKSEAN 
661-322-9700 

Fax: 661-322-9600 
1933 E. California Avenue 

Bakersfield, CA 93308 

Last Month’s Weekly Collections 
July 24, 2022- 
July 30, 2022 

July 17, 2022-  
July 23, 2022 

Total:  $11,069.00 Total:  $12,750.00 Total:  $10,010.00 Total:  $10,954.00 

July 31, 2022- 
August 6, 2022 

2733 “F” Street 

661-395-0555 
Soups • Sandwiches & 
Homemade Ice Cream 

 

 
 

August 7, 2022-  
August 13, 2022 

We Appreciate Your Donations!  
Donations can be mailed into the church office. 900 H Street, Bakersfield, CA 

93304, or you can use the QR Code for easy giving.  

2nd Collections for September 
9/4/22 Building Fund, 9/11/22 PG&E, 9/25/22 Religious Education Program  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Since 1929, the Fanucchi Family has welcomed you with caring compassionate hometown service. 

Funeral Home 
Doughty-Calhoun-O’Meara 

  1100 Truxtun Ave. Bakersfield, CA    Available 24/7 at (661)324-9821 www.doughtycalhounomera.coom 

661-834-1246 

BOB’S JUNGLE 

Interior Plantscapes  

for Business or Home 

Design, Sales & Leasing 

Guaranteed Maintenance 

 

- PLANT RENTALS - 

 

Parties, Special Events  

& Weddings 

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

SERBAN 
SOUND 

SYSTEMS 
 

 

 
 
 

AROUND THE CLOCK  
Providing over 30 years  

of service. Locally  
owned & operated. 

Services to maintain 
Independence at home. 

 

Home Health Care 
Companion Care  

Caregiver Training 
Payee Services 

Senior Placement Services 
 

661-395-5800 

PHYLLIS  
LOPEZ  

 

Realtor 
 

661-333-8506 
DRE#01195361 

 


