
Front Office 
Carla Medina, Parish Secretary 

cmedina@stfran.org 
 

Accounting 
Stella Garcia-Hernandez, Accounting 

sgarcia@stfran.org  

The 

St. Francis of  Assisi Parish 
900 H. Street, Bakersfield CA  93304 
Phone: 661-327-4734 / Fax: 661-377-0363 

Security for the Church & School: 661-201-2489 
www.stfran.org 

Franciscan 

Mass Schedule   

Saturday  
8:00 AM (English)  

5:00 PM (Vigil, English) 
 7:00 PM (Vietnamese)  

 

Sunday 
6:45 AM (English) 
8:30 AM (English)  
10:30 AM (English)  

+ Livestreaming on Facebook 
12:30 PM (Spanish)     

5:00 PM (English) 
                                                     

 Weekdays 
6:30 AM (English)  
12:10 PM (English)    

 

Sacrament of Penance 
Saturdays: beginning at 8:30 AM  

until  9:30 AM  or by appointment. 

 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Monday thru  Friday 7:00 AM -  5:00 PM  

 

Anointing of the Sick 
First Friday of the month immediately 

following the 12:10 PM Mass. 

St. Francis Parish School 

Rev. Theophane N. Antony, Administrator  Pro-Tem  
Kelli Gruszka, Principal 

Cindy Schoorl, Vice Principal 
2516 Palm Street, Bakersfield, CA 93304 

Phone:  661-326-7955/Fax:  661-327-0395 

www.stfrancisparishschool.com 
Grades (Pre-Kindergarten-8th) 

  

St. Francis Parish Clergy 
 Rev. Theophane N. Antony, Administrator Pro-Tem 

Rev. Joseph Lawrence, Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Jorge Ramirez, Parochial Vicar & Hospital Ministry 

Rev. Jude Okonkwo, Parochial Vicar & Hospital Ministry    
Deacon Joseph Lubatti 
Deacon Francis Moore 

Deacon Hugo Navarrete 
 Deacon Scotty Bourne, Ret. Detention Ministry 

Rev. Msgr. Nathaniel Diokwere, Ret.- In Residence 

 
St. Francis Religious Education 

 

Dinah Pequeno, Director of Religious Education  
2424 Palm Street, Bakersfield, CA 93304 

Phone:  661-323-8800 

Communications 
Sandra Galicia, Bulletin Editor  

sgalicia@stfran.org 
 

Baptisms 
Bianca Bravo, Baptism Coordinator 

bbravo@stfran.org  

Bullet in  for  :  Sunday,  May 9 ,  2021  ~   Sixth  Sunday of  Easter   

The Mission of St. Francis of Assisi Parish is to 
provide a safe, welcoming environment of 

Catholic worship, evangelization & fellowship,  
living in the spirit of St. Francis of Assisi. 

Marriages 
Francie Marchetti, Wedding Coordinator 

fmarchetti@stfran.org 

Funerals 
Roylene See, Funeral Coordinator 

rsee@stfran.org 



St. Francis Parish ~ Priest’s Page  
Dear Friends, 

This Sunday we are celebrating the 6th Sunday of Easter and Mothers’ Day. In the Gospel we read- Jesus said to    
his disciples: “As the Father loves me so I also love you. REMAIN IN MY LOVE.” Jn.15:09 

“She doesn’t know me, but I still know who she is.”  

It was a busy morning, about 8:30, when an elderly gentleman in his 80’s arrived to have stitches removed from  
his thumb. He said he was in a hurry as he had an appointment at 9:00 am. The medico took his vital signs and had 
him take a seat, knowing it would be over an hour before someone would be able to see him. Since he, himself, 
was not busy the medico took time to evaluate the man’s wound. The wound was well healed, and so he talked to 
one of the doctors, got the needed supplies to remove his sutures and redressed his wound. While taking care of 
his wound, the medico asked his patient if he had another doctor’s appointment as he was in such a hurry. The 
gentleman said that he needed to go to the nursing home to eat breakfast with his wife. In answer to the medico’s 
question about her health, the old man responded that she had been there for a while and that she was a victim of 
Alzheimer’s disease. When the medico asked if she would be upset if he was a bit late, he replied that she no long-
er knew who he was, that she had not recognized him in five years now. The medico was surprised, and asked him 
why, if his wife didn’t know who he was, why he went every morning faithfully for  breakfast. The old man smiled 
and said, “She doesn’t know me, but I still know who she is.” The medico with tears in his eyes said to himself, 
“That is the kind of love I want in my life.” — True love is neither physical, nor romantic. True love is an acceptance 
of all that is, has been, will be, and will not be. In today’s Gospel, Jesus commands, us to practice this type of sacri-
ficial and selfless agápe love as he practiced it. This is how we remain in His Love. 

This Sunday we too remember our MOMs thank them for what they are. Our MOM is our WOW! I give below            
a wonderful poem written by Jennifer J. Hall 

Thank You, Mom 

Thank you, mom, for standing by my side. 
Thank you, mom, for trusting me enough to know there is nothing I hide. 
Thank you, mom, for believing in me. 
Thank you, mom, for seeing all there is in me to see. 
Thank you, mom, for loving me unconditionally. 
Thank you, mom, for sharing your love with me. 
Thank you, mom, for allowing me to learn from you. 
Thank you, mom, for lifting me up when I'm blue. 
Thank you, mom, for seeing me through. 
Thank you, mom, for just being you. 
I thank you, mom, for all of these things. 
And I thank you for all the laughs, smiles, and joy that you bring. 

On this wonderful Day Let us salute our mothers: Mothers should be saluted 1) for their tenacious and  sacrificial 
love for their children, 2) for the tremendous impact they have on their children, and 3) for their   intimate relation-
ship with us from birth to death. We learn to speak by calling “Mom” and die with the same name on our lips. Let 
us offer our mothers on the altar today: We offer our Mass on  Mother’s Day for all our mothers, whether they are 
alive here or have gone to their eternal reward. There is a beautiful Spanish proverb: “Una onza de mama es major 
que una libra de clero” ie. “An ounce of  mother is better than a pound of clergy.” Let us also salute our Heavenly 
Mother. We are the lucky  people who have two Mothers- physical and spiritual. Holy Mary Mother of God pray 
for us sinners now and at the hour of our death, Amen. 

Blessings, 

Fr. Joe 



Children Baptized in the Month of April 2021 

Meghan Mai, Danira Nunez, Jonah Espinosa, Delanie 

Avalos, Joshua Bermudez, Rosalie Galaviz, Eduardo 

Hernandez, Jr., Jude Jimenez, Elizabeth Potter, Julian 

Rodriguez, Hazyl Magana, Raphael CordovaLilett Pe-

rez, Carlos Ceja, Madison Cruz, Christopher Deaton, 

Edith Garcia, Kaiden Miranda, Benito Perez, Natalie 

Perez, Noah Ruiz, Cornelio Rodriguez, Laila Rodriguez  

 

“You are a child of God, you are wonderfully made 

Dearly loved and precious in this light” 
Psalm 139 

St. Francis Parish News & Announcements 

                     Religious Education 
 

Congratulations to our High School Confirmation students who 
were fully initiated into the Church this week. 

Thank you to Father Joe, Deacon Joe, Deacon Francis and all 
our clergy who came to celebrate the Sacrament. 

We have been blessed with an amazing team of volunteers for 
our Youth Ministry and Confirmation Program! 

Blessings to all the families and Sponsors who supported our 
youth through these past two years of church shut downs and 

zoom classes! 

Please keep our 2nd and 3rd graders in prayer, who will be on    
retreat this  weekend  in preparation for their First Holy        

Communion in June. 

A special thank you to Ms. Tracey Rodriguez and Ms. Angelica 
Victoria, the religious education staff who prepare and               

facilitate these zoom retreats. 
 

In Loving Memory 

In some way we have all felt the effects of 
Covid.  Some have lost jobs, some have lost 
close relationships, and some have lost their 
lives.  During this time, our church was shut 
down and we were severely restricted in al-
lowing our funeral liturgies. 

Our church is open, and we have the availa-
bility of accommodating families in honoring 
their loved ones with a memorial Mass. 

If you, or someone you know, was denied a 
funeral Mass for a loved one and only had a 
graveside or chapel service, please contact 
Roylene at our funeral office, ext. 123.  We 
will be happy to work with families in sched-
uling a Memorial Mass to celebrate their life. 

Blessed are they who mourn, for they shall be 
comforted.  (Matthew 5:4) 



St. Francis Parish News & Announcements 

 

March 2021 
Nathaniel Alvarez & Nancy Luna 

Paul Garza & Alissa Jimenez 
 

April 2021  
Cody Stone & Stephanie Garcia 
Jason Quach & Hannah Pham 

Juan Alvarado & Yeraldin Gomez 
Sean Vinson & Bianca Bruce 

A Mother’s Day Blessing! 
Honor your mom or a special mother figure with a spiritual gift. All mothers will 

be remembered at all Masses celebrated in the month of May. Please complete a 

pledge envelope that can be found in the Main Office, Parish Hall, the vestibules 

of Mary’s Chapel and the main Church. The envelopes can be returned at Mass  

in the collection baskets or to the office. You may also  

pledge your donation on our webpage, stfran.org.  

“She is clothed with strength and dignity; she can laugh at the days to come. She 

speaks with wisdom, and faithful instruction is on her tongue. “ 

~Proverbs 31:25-26 

Anointing of the Sick 
Offered the first Friday of the month 

after the noon Mass in the Church. The 
next anointing will be Friday, June 4th. 

A new commandment  I give to 
you, that you love one another: 

Just as I have loved 
you, You also are to 

love one another. 
John 13:34 

Sanctuary Lamps 
Prayers for the living loved ones,   

relatives, friends & pets of Elsa Zsa.  

Prayers for the departed loved ones,      

relatives & friends of Elsa Zsa.  

Isabelle Church & Family 

Reyes/Hernandez/Torres Families 

Michael France 

Parish Offices will be closed Monday, 
May 31st in honor of Memorial Day! 

Thank you & God Bless 



St. Francis Parish Ministry Announcements 

Registration for Summer School is open! Garces Memorial is pleased to offer in-person, on-campus summer 
school this year! Classes are open to students entering 5th through 12th grade. In our 29th year of opera-

tion, we offer 10-unit courses approved by the Kern High School District in math, English, social studies and 
Spanish. Additionally, we offer 5-unit courses in computer applications, health and theology. We also provide 

non-credit courses like art, summer reading and athletics. For 5th through 8th graders, there are two, two-
week sessions available. Kids can take academic core classes like math and English or non-academic classes 

like CSI: Forensic Science, robotics, art or participate in athletic camps! 

Please note, we will be following all COVID-19 protocols, including mandatory mask-wearing, temperature           
checks, social distancing and proper classroom sanitizing after each period.  

For more information and to register, visit www.garces.org/summeratgarces. 

http://www.garces.org/summeratgarces


 
This space available. 

Please call 
327-4734 

San Joaquin Fence 

& Supply 

St. Vincent de Paul 
Store 

300 Baker Street 

Donate + Shop  |  Recycle Electronics 
Pick up  or   drop off  

Help Us  
Help Others 

MIKE CLARKSEAN 
661-322-9700 

Fax: 661-322-9600 
1933 E. California Avenue 

Bakersfield, CA 93308 

Last Month’s Weekly Collections 
March 21, 2021-  
March 27, 2021 

March 14, 2021-  
March 20, 2021 

Total:  $20,910.00 Total:  $19,264.00 Total:  $20,665.00 Total:  $18,476.00 

March 28, 2021 - 
April 3, 2021 

Bob Pair, MS, P.T. 

PHYSICAL THERAPY 
Sports * Orthopedic * Rehabilitation 

1723 17th St. 
Bakersfield, CA 93301 

661-634-9440    Fax: 661-634-9506 
2733 “F” Street 

661-395-0555 
Soups • Sandwiches & 
Homemade Ice Cream 

            personal training 

 

 
661-410-1010 

 

 

 
This space available. 

Please call 
327-4734 

April 4,  2021 - 
April 10, 2021 

We Appreciate Your Donations!  
Donations can be mailed into the church office. 900 H Street, Bakersfield, CA 93304  

"Blessed are they who have kept the word with a generous heart and 
yield a harvest through perseverance.  

~  Luke 8:15  ~ 



661-834-1246 

BOB’S JUNGLE 

Interior Plantscapes  

for Business or Home 

Design, Sales & Leasing 

Guaranteed Maintenance 

 

- PLANT RENTALS - 

 

Parties, Special Events  

& Weddings 

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

SERBAN 
SOUND 

SYSTEMS 
 

 

Home Health 
Skilled Nursing Care 
RN-LVN-IV Therapy 

Therapy Services (PT/OT/ST) 
Diabetic Care and 

Specialized Wound Team 

 

Companion Care 
Assistance with daily activities 
Bathing, shopping, medication 

reminders and more. 
Hourly to 24 hour live-in. 

Background checked,  
Bonded, and Insured. 

 

661-395-5800 
John & Mary Vasinda 

 
 

AROUND THE CLOCK  
Providing over 30 years  

of service. Locally  
owned & operated. 

Services to maintain 
Independence at home. 

 

Home Health Care 
Companion Care  

Caregiver Training 
Payee Services 

Senior Placement Services 
 

661-395-5800  
 LIC #154700003  

 

It’s important to update your contact  

information with our Parish Office.  

Please call 661-327-4734 to update your phone  

number, home address, email, or other         

contact information.  

PHYLLIS  
LOPEZ  

 

Realtor 
 

661-333-8506 
DRE#01195361 

 
 

Space Available  
Please call 

661-327-4734 
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