
Scheduling  
 

Isabel Ruiz, Parish Scheduler 
iruiz@stfran.org 

 

Front Office 

 

Carla Medina, Parish Secretary 
cmedina@stfran.org 

The 

St. Francis of  Assisi Parish 
900 H. Street, Bakersfield CA  93304 

Phone: 661-327-4734 / Fax: 661-377-0363 
www.stfran.org 

Franciscan 

Mass Schedule 
Saturday 

8:00 AM (Honoring Mary) 
5:00 PM  (Vigil, English) 
7:30 PM  (Vietnamese) 

 
 

Sunday 

6:45 AM (English) 
8:30 AM (English) 

10:30 AM (English) 
12:30 PM (Spanish) 
5:00 PM (English) 

 

 

Weekdays 

6:30 AM 
12:10 PM  

 

Sacrament of Penance 
 

Saturdays: starting at 8:30 AM and  
ending 9:30 AM or by appointment. 

 

Eucharistic Adoration 
 

Mondays & Tuesdays 7:00AM-9:00PM 
Wednesdays 7:00AM non-stop  

until Saturday at 8:00AM 

 

Anointing of the Sick 

 

Immediately following the 12:10 PM Mass  
on the First Friday of every month.  

St. Francis Parish School 

Rev. Msgr. Ronald Swett,  Administrator Pro -Tem 
Kelli Gruszka, Principal 

Cindy Schoorl, Vice Principal 
Sr. Cris Caballero, RSM, Spiritual Director 

2516 Palm Street, Bakersfield, CA 93304 
Phone:  661-326-7955/Fax:  661-327-0395 

 St. Francis Parish Clergy 
 Rev. Msgr. Ronald Swett,  Administrator Pro -Tem 

Deacon Hugo Navarrete 
 Deacon Joseph Lubatti 

Deacon Francis Moore 
Deacon Scotty Bourne, Ret. Detention Ministry 

Rev. Anton J. Muthuneidalage, Hospital Ministry 
Rev. Joseph Warnakulasooriya, Hospital Ministry 

Rev. Msgr. Nathaniel Diokwere, Ret.- In Residence 

The Mission of St. Francis of Assisi Parish is to 
provide a safe, welcoming environment of 

Catholic worship, evangelization & fellowship,  
living in the spirit of St. Francis of Assisi. 

Administration 

 

Francis Moore, Chief of Operations 
fmoore@stfran.org 

 

Jenny Etcheverry, Assistant to the Pastor 
jetcheverry@stfran.org 

 

Dan Hargis, Facilities Director 
dhargis@stfran.org 

Danny Berber, Weekend Facilities Manager 
dberber@stfran.org  

 

Stella Garcia-Hernandez, Accounting 
sgarcia@stfran.org 

St. Francis Religious Education 
 

Dinah Marquez, Director of Religious Education  
2424 Palm Street, Bakersfield, CA 93304 

Phone:  661-323-8800 

Communications 

 

Sandra Galicia, Bulletin Editor 
sgalicia@stfran.org 

 

Security 

 

Church and School Security:  
661-201-2489 

 

mailto:dberber@stfran.org


Dear St. Francis Parishioners, 

 

     Here we are at the year 2020. It has a nice ring to it. Remember 20 years ago when we left the 
20th century behind and entered not only into the 21st century, but also a new millennium? People 
were concerned that the move to 2000 was going to mess up our computers and that the transition 
to the new century would be chaotic, even disastrous. Of course, none of that proved to be true.  

 

     2020 will be an interesting year. I’m writing this in early December, but by the time you read it, 
America will be absorbed in a presidential impeachment trial in the US Senate. Even though we 
have had candidates campaigning for a year already, we know that campaigning will intensify with 
a presidential election now ten months away. That’s ten months of being bombarded on TV and  
social media with political advertisements. I may not turn on my television again till November 4, the 
day after the general election.  

 

    In the Church, Pope Francis will continue in his attempt to bring the Church into the modern 
world - respecting the 2,000 years of tradition while at the same time, seeking to modernize the for-
mulation of the Gospel message that it might speak more clearly to people today, a people hungry 
for Christ’s message of love, compassion and peace. The pope will be entering his seventh year as 
leader of the Church, the first pope from the Southern Hemisphere where two-third of the world’s 
1.2 billion Catholics live. Since he does not come out of a European background, he has been able  
to bring a renewed sense of Church and its message to humanity.  Pope Francis has been heavily 
criticized by some for this effort, but he continues to move forward with a true sense of the universality 
of the Church and it’s message to humanity. 

 

    Here in our Diocese of Fresno, Bishop Joseph Brennan continues to familiarize himself with the 1.2 
million Catholics in the central and southern San Joaquin Valley and the high desert parishes of Kern 
and Inyo Counties. And we are getting to know our new bishop. He is now entering into his eighth 
month as our Shepherd and has shown himself to be an energetic pastor for his extensive Catholic family.  
 

    As we enter into the new year, a cloud still hangs over our St. Francis Parish. (Please understand 
again I am writing this column by a Dec. 11th deadline so circumstances could change by the time 
you read this.) I am entering into my ninth month as Administrator Pro-Tem, obviously a rather long 
“Pro-Tem” and certainly a longer time than I had anticipated. I had presumed that by now a resolution 
would have been reached concerning the pastor but that has not happened so, do continue to keep 
this parish community at the forefront of your prayers during this challenging time - that St. Francis 
may continue to give faithful witness to the Lord through our compassionate presence and fruitful 
ministries that have kept St. Francis at the center of Bakersfield life for 139 years.  

 

    A lot is going on as we enter into the calendar year 2020.  May it be a fruitful year in which we will 
continue to grow in wisdom and grace - and truly make more real and relevant in our parish community 
the message of the Prince of Peace.  HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
  
  May God bless you, 

Msgr. Ron Swett 

The Month Dedicated to the Holy Name of Jesus. 

Bulletin for January 2020 



St. Francis Parish News & Announcements 

Dr. Vincent Phillips 
Dignity Health 

James and Beverly Camp 
Rick and Cindy Jones 

Garces Memorial High School 

Tel-Tec 
Anthony Vineyards 

Jim and Jeanette Pensinger 

Crettol Farms 
Wool Growers 

Monache Meadows Ag 
Ron and Toni Fanucchi 
Barbara Grimm Marshall  

Lloyd Plank 
LAC Consulting, INC/Dr. Luis Cousin  

Soper Homes/Cape Builders 
Mission Bank 

 

Thank you to  
our Parish Sponsors! 

 Sanctuary Lamps     

~ M s g r .  C r a i g  Ha r r i so n   

~ P r a y e rs  f o r  t he  l i v i ng  p r ot e c t i o n  o f  l ov e d  
o n e s ,  re l a t i ve s  &  f r i e n d s  o f  E l sa  Z sa .  

~ P r a y e rs  f o r  t he  de pa r t e d  l ov e d  o ne s ,    
relatives friends known & unknown of Elsa Zsa.   

~ D e c e a s e d  F a m i l y  Me m be r s  o f  J u l i e  Y o r o .  
~ I s a b e l l e  C hu r c h  &  F a m i l y  

~ A r t h u r  J .  Ro d r i g ue s  

Processions:  With the beginning of a new year   

upon us, much talk of resolutions and reflecting is a 

part of our conversations; kind of a getting from 

here to there. In liturgy, we also have a new begin-

ning: each time we celebrate together we have the 

need for processions. Ever notice how many times a    

procession is needed throughout a liturgy? Clearly, 

an entrance procession, a Gospel procession and 

the gathered assembly moving toward a Communion 

procession. For special liturgies, a bridal procession 

or a funeral procession takes place, and everyone 

knows it’s more than just about getting from here 

to there. A procession is a matter of timing, of pace 

and even more a matter of reverence and grace. 

Therefore, we look at a procession with a deeper 

sense of the journey, a Church entering together on 

the way. We are a pilgrim people who know  our-

selves as a royal nation and a royal priesthood who 

are called by his Word and gathered around his  

table. Through this procession, we discover time 

and time again, from age to age, from east to west 

for all our journeys; the source, the ground and the 

way to where all journey’s end …                       

home with faith, family and friends. 

Why We Do What We Do 

From the desk of Heidi Scott,  
Director of Music and Liturgy 



 

F o r  M o re  I n f o :  de a c on h ug o@ st f ra n . o rg  

On January 5th at the 8:30 AM Mass our RCIA  
students will participate in the Rite of  

Acceptance as Catechumens into the church.

This Rite formally known as The (Combined)  
Celebration of the Rite of Acceptance into the 
Order of Catechumens  and the Rite of Welcoming to 

the Baptized Christians preparing for  
Reception into the full Communion of the  

Catholic Church.

These candidates have been studying the faith 
since September and feel ready to proceed in 

their preparation for their Initiation into the 
church at the Easter Vigil.

Their pictures will be posted in the back of the 
church, so you may become familiar with them. 
We ask, that you pray for their journey & welcome 

the candidates, when you see them at Mass.

Thank you to our wonderful RCIA Team of  
Catechists who share their time and faith with 

these adults. 

R&R Women’s Bible Study 
Tuesday mornings 8:30 - 10:30 AM  

in the Parish Hall. All women are invited to 

attend for fellowship and spiritual enrichment. 

For more information, 

please call the Parish Office. 

St. Francis Ministry News & Updates 

Religious Education 

Youth Program 

Thank you to all the parents who 

brought sweet breads and cocoa 

for our Las Posadas Celebrations & 

for those children who volunteered 

for the Living Nativity at the  

Children’s Christmas Eve Mass. 

A special thank you to Mike Campbell 

for constructing our manger and to 

Fred Dominguez for the loan of his 

sheep for Las Posadas. 

We thank our families for their      

donations of new blankets for the 

SFS Angel baskets & winter clothing 

for the Little Flower Society. 

A huge thank you to our Catechists 

who take time away from their own 

families to share their faith and 

love of the Church to these

children.

Please pray for our students who 

will receive their First Holy

Communion on January 11th . 

For more Info: (661) 323-8800 

2424 Palm St.  

Blessings, from the Director,  

Deacon Hugo Navarrete  head of 

Ministries, wishing everyone a  

Happy New Year!

Our next Ministry meeting will be 

Wednesday, January 8th, In the  

Parish Hall at 6:00 PM. Your presence and 

your efforts are necessary to continue  

growing & building our ministries & Church! 

Youth Minist ry
Edge 

Edge starts backup this month with a Youth Group kickoff on January 
19th and bible study on January 13th. We have a lot of fun things 

planned this semester, including a game night and making sandwiches 
for the homeless! We hope to see all 6th, 7th and 8th grade students 
there. For more information, contact Emily Leyva at eleyva@stfran.org. 

Edge Bible Study - every Monday 6 pm or 
Thursday 4:30 pm at St. Francis School 

Life Teen 
Life Teen starts back on January 19th with a kickoff! Be sure to pick 

up a schedule for the new semester in the front office, at youth group, 
or online at youth.stfran.org. 

Confirmation 
The next Super Sunday is January 12th after the Youth Mass. XLT 

will be on January 14th in the main Church.

Please pick up a Mass card in the front office for the spring semester.

First Year Confirmation retreat will be April 24 - 25th. 
Second Year Confirmation Mass will be May 11th.

Join us at the Bakersfield Condor Youth Group night on January 31st. Tickets 
are $20 per  person. All families are welcome. For more information contact: 

Julian Moore:  jmoore@stfran.org or 
Emily Leyva: eleyva@stfran.org.     

mailto:deaconhugo@stfran.org


St. Francis Ministry New News & Events 

Knights of Columbus Council 977: 

We meet the third Thursday of  
every month  6:30 pm - 7:30 pm. 
In the Youth Center, Room 2.  
For more information please contact 
John Thompson 661-978-4063. 

O.C.D. SUPPORT GROUP

The St. Francis O.C.D. Ministry will  

Meet Tuesday , January 14, 2020 from 

6:30 - 8:30 pm in Conference Room B. 

   The Altar Guild Ministry is dedicated to the cleaning  

and maintenance of the Altars, Sacristy, Vestments, and 
Altar linens. The Altar Guild also, serves and gives support at 

funerals and receptions. We all have spiritual gifts and 
 together we build the Body of Christ. 

Anyone interested in joining or needing more information 
about our ministry, please contact the Parish Office.

Our next meeting is Tuesday,  
January 14, 2020 at 1:00 P.M. in the Parish Hall. 

We wish you a blessed Advent Season & Happy New Year.  

May God be with you! 

D i v i ne  M e rc y  C e na c l e  
Meetings will now be the first and third 

Tuesday of each month in  
Conference Room B at 6:30 pm. 

We look forward to seeing you there!
For more  details contact: 

Diana Marquez at 204-6567  

Ministry to the Sick 
Eucharistic Ministers provide spiritual 
and emotional support to individuals 
who are  hospitalized, residents of  

nursing homes, or homebound. Our 
pastoral team of volunteers love  
every opportunity to minister to the community. 

 Call Lori Kayes at our Parish Office 
to arrange a visit 661-327-4734. 

The Men’s Fellowship will meet Saturday,  
January, 11th at 6:30 AM in  

The Youth Center. Please bring your bible 
and a canned food for the pantry.

W.O.W. meeting Tuesday, January 7th 
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM 

In the Church, followed by fellowship in the hall. 

Guest speaker will be: 

Fr. Nathan Cromly, CSJ

Topic of discussion: 
“Staying Positive in Hard Times” 

Of WISDOM 

& WINE 

B.B.B. 
BIBLE, BARBEQUE & BEER 

Attention all men of God! Please join us as 

we explore the story of  Our Lady of Guadalupe. 
January 15, 2020 

6 PM in the Church, followed by fellowship 

in the Parish Hall. 

 We  meet every Thursday morning. 
8:30 AM – 10:30 AM. 

Msgr. Craig F. Harrison Youth Center.

Study Topic: The Gospel of Matthew
Contact Suzan Sindelar for more information: 

661-201-9548 (text messages)



Anointing of the Sick is offered 

each first Friday after the noon 
Mass in the Church. Next 

anointing will be January 3rd. 

Fatima, Lourdes & Shrines of Spain Tour 
Escorted by:  

Father Joseph & Sister Elaine 
February 3 – 15, 2020 

Contact Julie Salazar-Garcia @ 
The Cruise Port, 661-324-6910  

or email cruiseport@sbcglobal.net 

       12 Step Substance Abuse Program 

 

 Meets on the 1ST & 3RD  

    SUNDAY OF THE MONTH  

    At 7:30 AM in the Rectory.  

 

For more information contact: Uriel 661-699-0366 

God, grant me the Serenity  

  

God- grant  me the sereni ty  to accept  the th ings I  cannot  change,  
the courage to change the th ings I  can, and the w isdom  

to know the d i f ference.    

St. Francis Parish Community News 

For our light and momentary troubles are 
achieving for us an eternal glory that far 

outweighs them all. (2 Cor. 4:17) 

 

In memory of parishioners who have been 

given the gift of eternal life in the month of 

November 2019 with services through  

St. Francis Church: 

 

  Frances McKendry        Delia Rubio 
  Angelina Rivera          Ruby Madrid 
 Jose Mendiburu      Albert De La Torre, Sr. 
  Jose Abarca                  Jose Orosco 
  Linda Lyday                Scott Brown 
 Albino Mata               Pablo Ramirez 
 Rafael Pantoja             Lilia Fabilina 
 Jesus Hernandez         Alice Reaza 

 
Thank you to all who participated in the  

Parents Who Lost Children Mass  last month.  

                                      
The St. Francis Funeral Ministry comprises a group 

of volunteer parishioners who carry out a variety 

of tasks during funerals. If interested in being a 

part of this team, please contact, Roylene See 

through the Parish Office. 

 
KERN CATHOLIC 

Rams Showcase  

Join us for our Rams showcase on Monday, January 27th 
from 5:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.! This event provides families with 
opportunities for a meet and greet with our teachers, staff 
and coaches. This is open to current junior high students as 

well as any current high school  
students. Register online at garces.org, or by 
calling the admissions office at (661)327-2578. 

 

 Applications for the 2020-2021 school year 
are due January 31st.  

Marr iage  Bans   
The Month of January 
Bryce Zaben & Kristin Smith 
 

The Month of February 
Vincent Sullivan & Mia Jannino 
Nicholas Schmidt & Gabriela Casanon              

2ND ANNUAL MEN’S RETREAT 
Wednesday, January 8th -  BBQ Dinner 

Thursday, January 9th -   Parish Chili Cook-Off 

6:00 PM - 9:00 PM 

Hosted by: St. Philip The Apostle Church 

 

Please join Fr. Nathan Cromly , CSJ 

“Living as True  Soldiers  of Christ” 

Two nights of inspirational talks, dinner, confession, 

and more! 

Contact Pat Flores for Chili Cook-Off Information 

pflores002@bak.rr.com  

 

Register @ www.kerncatholic.com  

$20.00 payable at the door (cash or check) 

HIS  &  HERS 
CATHOLIC TEEN CONFERENCES  

 

HIS: MARCH 29, 2020 -  HERS: MARCH 15, 2020  

 

Totally Catholic. Totally Local.  
One day conferences for Junior/Senior guys and girls. 

Registration opens in January. 
 

For more information contact Eileen Perez: eperez@garces.org 

mailto:cruiseport@sbcglobal.net
https://garces.org/schedule-a-visit/


 

San Joaquin Fence 

& Supply 

St. Vincent de Paul 
Store 

300 Baker Street 

Donate + Shop  |  Recycle Electronics 
Pick up  or   drop off  

Help Us  
Help Others 

MIKE CLARKSEAN 
661-322-9700 

Fax: 661-322-9600 
1933 E. California Avenue 

Bakersfield, CA 93308 

December 1, 2019 

Last Month’s Weekly Collections 
November 17, 2019 November 10, 2019 

$3,300.00 

$649.00 
$2,789.00 

$2,962.00 
$4,213.00 

$1,716.00 
$2,204.00 

Total:  $17,833.00 

2nd Collection 

Parish Goodworks  $5,363.00 

$3,944.00 

$665.00 
$2,721.00 

$3,036.00 
$2,922.00 

$1,791.00 
$3,056.00 

$3,607.00 

$576.00 
$2,910.00 

$3,465.00 
$4,291.00

$1,711.00 
$2,063.00 

$3,769.00 

$726.00 
$2,846.00 

$3,653.00 
$3,295.00 

$1,434.00 
$2,553.00 

5:00 pm 

7:30 pm 
6:45 pm 

8:30 am 
10:30 am 

12:00 pm 
5:00 pm 

5:00 pm  

7:30 pm  
6:45 am 

8:30 am  
10:30 am 

12:30 pm 
5:00 pm 

5:00 pm  

7:30 pm  
6:45 am 

8:30 am  
10:30 am 

12:00 pm 
5:00 pm 

Total:  $18,135.00 

2nd Collection       2nd Collection 

 $11,080.00  Building Fund 

Total:  $18,573.00 Total:  $18,276.00 

November 24, 2019 

5:00 pm 

7:30 pm 
6:45 pm 

8:30 am 
10:30 am 

12:00 pm 
5:00 pm 

2nd Collection 

$5,934.00 Domestic Needs 

325-7211 

Bob Pair, MS, P.T. 

PHYSICAL THERAPY 
Sports * Orthopedic * Rehabilitation 

1723 17th St. 
Bakersfield, CA 93301 

661-634-9440    Fax: 661-634-9506 
2733 “F” Street 

661-395-0555 
Soups • Sandwiches & 
Homemade Ice Cream 

                                             

Phone: 661-201-8567 
E-mail: josemartinez2121@yahoo.com 

Jose Martinez 

 MAGNUM                                     A MASTERPIECE IN PROGRESS    

            personal training 

       personal training 

PUS 

 

 
661-410-1010 

  
 
 

661-345-4302 
#02081691 

 

Raye Bugnosen 

Realtor 

BUYING OR SELLING? 

Speaks Tagalog, 

Ilocano and Pangasinan    

 

 

 

Thank you to our WOW sponsors! Food from  

Toss It, courtesy of Gabby Gonzalez, dessert  

from Hodel’s and wine by the WOW  

committee.   

          Here’s to a wonderful New Year! 



661-834-1246 

BOB’S JUNGLE 

Interior Plantscapes  

for Business or Home 

Design, Sales & Leasing 

Guaranteed Maintenance 

 

- PLANT RENTALS - 

 

Parties, Special Events  

& Weddings 

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

SERBAN 
SOUND 

SYSTEMS 
 

 

Home Health 
Skilled Nursing Care 
RN-LVN-IV Therapy 

Therapy Services (PT/OT/ST) 
Diabetic Care and 

Specialized Wound Team 

 

Companion Care 
Assistance with daily activities 
Bathing, shopping, medication 

reminders and more. 
Hourly to 24 hour live-in. 

Background checked,  
Bonded, and Insured. 

 

661-395-5800 
John & Mary Vasinda 

 
 

AROUND THE CLOCK  
Offering over 30 years  

of service. Locally  
owned & operated. 

Services to maintain 
Independence at home. 

 

Home Health Care 
Companion Care  

Caregiver Training 
Payee Services 

Senior Placement Services 
 

661-395-5800  
 LIC #154700003  

       http://www.bakersfielddefenselawfirm.com 
 
 

BAKERSFIELD CRIMINAL DEFENSE ATTORNEYS 

Mary N. Milkie-Andrews, M.D. 

PHYLLIS  
LOPEZ  

 

Realtor 
 

661-333-8506 
DRE#01195361 

Space  
Available  

Call Stella  
 327-4734 

  Space 
 Available  
Call Stella  
 327-4734 
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