
Front Office 
 

Carla Medina, Parish Secretary 
cmedina@stfran.org 

Accounting 
Stella Garcia-Hernandez, Accounting 

sgarcia@stfran.org 

Administration 
 

Deacon Francis Moore, Chief of Operations 
fmoore@stfran.org 

 
Danny Berber, Facilities Manager 

dberber@stfran.org  
 

The 

St. Francis of  Assisi Parish 
900 H. Street, Bakersfield CA  93304 

Phone: 661-327-4734 / Fax: 661-377-0363 
www.stfran.org 

Franciscan 

Mass Schedule   

Saturday  
8:00 AM (English)  

 7:00 PM (Vietnamese)  
 

Sunday 
8:30 AM (English)  
10:30 AM (English)  

And Livestreaming on Facebook 
12:30 PM (Spanish)     

                                                     

 Weekdays 
6:30 AM (English)  
12:10 PM (English)    

 

Sacrament of Penance 
Saturdays: beginning at 8:30 AM  

until  9:30 AM  

 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Monday thru  Friday 7 AM -  5 PM  

 

Anointing of the Sick 
On Fridays immediately following  

the 12:10 PM Mass 

 

*All Masses are being celebrated outside  
of St. Joseph's Chapel. 

St. Francis Parish School 

Rev. Theophane N. Antony, Administrator  Pro-Tem  
Kelli Gruszka, Principal 

Cindy Schoorl, Vice Principal 
2516 Palm Street, Bakersfield, CA 93304 

Phone:  661-326-7955/Fax:  661-327-0395 

www.stfrancisparishschool.com 

  

St. Francis Parish Clergy 
 Rev. Theophane N. Antony, Administrator Pro-Tem 

Rev. Joe Lawrence, Parochial Vicar  
Deacon Joseph Lubatti 
Deacon Francis Moore 

Deacon Hugo Navarrete 
 Deacon Scotty Bourne, Ret. Detention Ministry 

Rev. Msgr. Nathaniel Diokwere, Ret.- In Residence 

St. Francis Religious Education 
 

Dinah Marquez, Director of Religious Education  
2424 Palm Street, Bakersfield, CA 93304 

Phone:  661-323-8800 

Communications 
 

Sandra Galicia, Bulletin Editor 
sgalicia@stfran.org 

Security 
 

Church and School Security:  
661-201-2489 

Bulletin for: January 24, 2021 ~ The Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

The Mission of St. Francis of Assisi Parish is to 
provide a safe, welcoming environment of 

Catholic worship, evangelization & fellowship,  
living in the spirit of St. Francis of Assisi. 

mailto:dberber@stfran.org


St. Francis Parish ~ Priest’s Page 
PATRIS CORDE - WITH A FATHER’S HEART 

From the Apostolic letter of Pope Francis on St. Joseph 

 
1. A beloved father 

The greatness of Saint Joseph is that he was the spouse of Mary and the father of Jesus. In this way, 

he placed himself, in the words of Saint John Chrysostom, “at the service of the entire plan of salva-

tion”. Saint Paul VI pointed out that Joseph concretely expressed his fatherhood “by making his life 

a sacrificial service to the mystery of the incarnation and its redemptive purpose. He employed his 

legal authority over the Holy Family to devote himself completely to them in his life and work. He 

turned his human vocation to domestic love into a superhuman oblation of himself, his heart and 

all his abilities, a love placed at the service of the Messiah who was growing to maturity in his 

home”. Thanks to his role in salvation history, Saint Joseph has always been venerated as a father 

by the Christian people. This is shown by the countless churches dedicated to him worldwide, the 

numerous religious Institutes, Confraternities and ecclesial groups inspired by his spirituality and 

bearing his name, and the many traditional expressions of piety in his honour. Innumerable holy 

men and women were passionately devoted to him. Among them was Teresa of Avila, who chose 

him as her advocate and intercessor, had frequent recourse to him and received whatever graces 

she asked of him. Encouraged by her own experience, Teresa persuaded others to cultivate devo-

tion to Joseph. Every prayer book contains prayers to Saint Joseph. Special prayers are offered to 

him each Wednesday and especially during the month of March, which is traditionally dedicated 

to him. Popular trust in Saint Joseph is seen in the expression “ Go to Joseph ”, which evokes the 

famine in Egypt, when the Egyptians begged Pharaoh for bread. He in turn replied: “Go to Joseph; 

what he says to you, do”. Pharaoh was referring to Joseph the son of Jacob, who was sold into 

slavery because of the jealousy of his brothers and who – according to the biblical account – sub-

sequently became viceroy of Egypt. As a descendant of David , from whose stock Jesus was to 

spring according to the promise made to David by the prophet Nathan, and as the spouse of Mary 

of Nazareth, Saint Joseph stands at the crossroads between the Old and New Testaments.  

 

2. A tender and loving father  

Joseph saw Jesus grow daily “in wisdom and in years and in divine and human favour”. As the Lord 

had done with Israel, so Joseph did with Jesus: “he taught him to walk, taking him by the hand; he 

was for him like a father who raises an infant to his cheeks, bending down to him and feeding him”. 

In Joseph, Jesus saw the tender love of God: “As a father has compassion for his children, so the 

Lord has compassion for those who fear him”. In the synagogue, during the praying of the Psalms, 

Joseph would surely have heard again and again that the God of Israel is a God of tender love, 

who is good to all, whose “compassion is over all that he has made”. The history of salvation is 

worked out “in hope against hope”, through our weaknesses. All too often, we think that God 

works only through our better parts, yet most of his plans are realized in and despite our frailty. Thus 

Saint Paul could say: “To keep me from being too elated, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a mes-

senger of Satan to torment me, to keep me from being too elated. Three times I appealed to the 

Lord about this, that it would leave me, but he said to me: ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for power 

is made perfect in weakness”. Since this is part of the entire economy of salvation, we must learn to 

look upon our weaknesses with tender mercy. The Evil one makes us see and condemn our frailty, 

whereas the Spirit brings it to light with tender love. Tenderness is the best way to touch the frailty 

within us. Pointing fingers and judging others are frequently signs of an inability to accept our own 

weaknesses, our own frailty. Only tender love will save us from the snares of the accuser. That is why 

it is so important to encounter God’s mercy, especially in the Sacrament of Reconciliation, where 

we experience his truth and tenderness. (Continued) 



St. Francis Parish ~ Priest’s Page Continued 
Paradoxically, the Evil one can also speak the truth to us, yet he does so only to condemn us. We 

know that God’s truth does not condemn, but instead welcomes, embraces, sustains and forgives 

us. That truth always presents itself to us like the merciful father in Jesus’ parable. It comes out to 

meet us, restores our dignity, sets us back on our feet and rejoices for us, for, as the father says: “This 

my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found”. Even through Joseph’s fears, God’s 

will, his history and his plan were at work. Joseph, then, teaches us that faith in God includes believ-

ing that he can work even through our fears, our frailties and our weaknesses. He also teaches us 

that amid the tempests of life, we must never be afraid to let the Lord steer our course. At times, we 

want to be in complete control, yet God always sees the bigger picture.  

3. An obedient father                                                                                                                                                            

As he had done with Mary, God revealed his saving plan to Joseph. He did so by using dreams, 

which in the Bible and among all ancient peoples, were considered a way for him to make his will 

known. Joseph was deeply troubled by Mary’s mysterious pregnancy. He did not want to “expose 

her to public disgrace”, so he decided to “dismiss her quietly”. In the first dream, an angel helps him 

resolve his grave dilemma: “Do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in 

her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his 

people from their sins”. Joseph’s response was immediate: “When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did 

as the angel of the Lord commanded him”. Obedience made it possible for him to surmount his dif-

ficulties and spare Mary. In the second dream, the angel tells Joseph: “Get up, take the child and 

his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the 

child, to destroy him”. Joseph did not hesitate to obey, regardless of the hardship involved: “He got 

up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, and remained there until the death 

of Herod”. In Egypt, Joseph awaited with patient trust the angel’s notice that he could safely return 

home. In a third dream, the angel told him that those who sought to kill the child were dead and 

ordered him to rise, take the child and his mother, and return to the land of Israel. Once again, Jo-

seph promptly obeyed. “He got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel”. 

During the return journey, “when Joseph heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his 

father Herod, he was afraid to go there. After being warned in a dream” – now for the fourth time – 

“he went away to the district of Galilee. There he made his home in a town called Nazareth”. The 

evangelist Luke, for his part, tells us that Joseph undertook the long and difficult journey from Naza-

reth to Bethlehem to be registered in his family’s town of origin in the census of the Emperor Caesar 

Augustus. There Jesus was born and his birth, like that of every other child, was recorded in the regis-

try of the Empire. Saint Luke is especially concerned to tell us that Jesus’ parents observed all the 

prescriptions of the Law: the rites of the circumcision of Jesus, the purification of Mary after child-

birth, the offering of the firstborn to God. In every situation, Joseph declared his own “fiat”, like 

those of Mary at the Annunciation and Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane. In his role as the head 

of a family, Joseph taught Jesus to be obedient to his parents, in accordance with God’s com-

mand.  

During the hidden years in Nazareth, Jesus learned at the school of Joseph to do the will of the Fa-

ther. That will was to be his daily food. Even at the most difficult moment of his life, in Gethsemane, 

Jesus chose to do the Father’s will rather than his own, becoming “obedient unto death, even 

death on a cross”.  The author of the Letter to the Hebrews thus concludes that Jesus “learned obe-

dience through what he suffered”. All this makes it clear that “Saint Joseph was called by God to 

serve the person and mission of Jesus directly through the exercise of his fatherhood” and that in 

this way, “he cooperated in the fullness of time in the great mystery of salvation and is truly a minis-

ter of salvation.”  



St. Francis Parish News & Announcements 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is being held in  Mary’s Chapel  

 following  Daily Mass. Monday - Friday until 5 PM, and Saturday’s 8 AM to 12 PM.  

Everyone is encouraged to spend time with Our Lord in quiet prayer, while  
abiding by the  current Covid19 safety practices.                                                                            

Please consider volunteering as a  Monitor of the Blessed Sacrament for an 

hour each week.  Currently we need monitors for the following hours: 

Mondays: 12 PM Tuesdays: 7 AM & 12 PM Wednesdays: 11 AM Thursdays: 8 AM & 9 AM Fridays: 1PM  

 

Men’s Bible Study  Group 

B.B.B. invites all men to participate in a free 12 week video series.   
Location: On Line via Zoom 

Date: 3rd Wednesday of each month 

Time: 6:30 PM (starts 1.20.21) 

Meeting ID: 816-5033 9841 Passcode:964729 

Contact: John Thompson @ 661-369-6716 

 

“And I sought for a man among them who should build up the wall 
and stand in the breach before me for the land.”  

Ezekiel 22:30 

Dear Parishioners,                                                                                                                                  

With this new outbreak of COVID-19 we have been directed to no longer perform holy communion on 

the tongue.  Considering the concern of those receiving in the hand and recommendations of the         

Diocese we will be continuing to give communion only on the hand. Please keep in mind this is to keep 

everyone safe. If you have any questions please feel free to contact the parish office. 

Thank you and God Bless, 

Fr. Theo 



Lectio: Eucharistic Bible Study  

 

In preparing for Easter, the Coed Adult Bible Study has just started the Lectio:   
Eucharist Bible Study with Dr. Brant Pitre. We'll discover how Christ’s Body and Blood are an  

integral and wondrous part of God’s plan for our salvation. Please join us on Zoom Wednesday 
nights at 6:30 pm for a 10 week course. 

 

 Contact Maria for more information @ mjperkins1@live.com. 

The Conversion of St. Paul the Apostle   January 25th 

The conversion of St. Paul is important to us for two reasons. Firstly, this is the man 
who would become known as the Apostle to the Gentiles, the man who would do more than 
perhaps anyone else to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ far and wide, and to fight heterodoxy 
and other problems that would arise in the churches he established. St. Paul is largely respon-
sible for the spreading of Christianity beyond Jewish circles. 

Secondly, St. Paul helps to show us just what conversion means. Conversion does not simply 
mean changing religious adherence. Paul’s conversion didn’t only consist of his acceptance of 
Jesus as the Messiah, but a change of heart. Paul had essentially made a career out of persecut-
ing Christians for their faith. After his experience on the road to Damascus, Paul recognized 
the folly of his ways, and had a dramatic change of heart. This is in what conversion consists: a 
change of heart. 

We are all called to conversion.  Conversion is not meant only for non-Christians or non-
Catholics; conversion is not something that is only meant for those who have led dramatically 
sinful lives; conversion is a re-orientation of our wills toward God’s, a change of heart wherein 
we seek what God wills, and strive to do what He is calling us to do. 

Conversion is not something that happens to us once. It is an ongoing change of heart, a per-
petual reorientation of ourselves in order to align our wills with that of God. Our wills are not 
perfectly in line with God’s. This is something we must strive for, something that we must al-
ways be working towards. 

St. Francis Parish News & Announcements 



WONDERING WHO TO CALL? 

PARISH CONTACTS 

 

 

• Baptism of infants and children under seven 
years of age: 

      Bianca Bravo, bbravo@stfran.org 
 

• Sacraments for children seven years of age 
through High School: 

      Angelica Victoria and Tracy Rodriguez @ The R.E.                                      
      Office - (661) 323-8800, 2424 Palm Street 
 

• Baptism / First Communion / Confirmation 
for Adults & High School Confirmation: 

      Dinah Pequeno, dinah@stfran.org 
 

• Parish Scheduling/ Quinceaneras: 
      Carla Medina, cmedina@stfran.org 
 

• Marriage, Weddings, and Convalidations: 
      Francie Marchetti, fmarchetti@stfran.org 
 

• Bulletin Submissions and Sacramental  
      Certificates: 
      Sandra Galicia, sgalicia@stfran.org  
 

• Sick and Death Anniversary Lists: 
      Sr. Mary Impellizzeri, mimpellizzeri@stfran.org  
 

• RCIC 9th through 12th grade not baptized 
and Spanish RCIA  adults: 

      Alma Navarrete, anavarrete@stfran.org  

Staying connected is more important than ever.  
Receive updated Parish information and a weekly 

bulletin by calling the church office and          
providing your email address. 

Anointing of the Sick  
is offered every Friday   

after the noon Mass.  

Sanctuary Lamps 
Thanksgiving Prayers for Julie Yoro 

Isabelle Church & Family 

John P. Miksits 

Vietnamese New Year Mass 
February 6, 2021 at 7:00 PM. 

Please email all bulletin submissions to  
sgalicia@stfran.org. All submissions are due  

by Wednesday at 9am. 

St. Francis Parish News & Announcements 
 

Marriage Banns  
December 2020 

Javier  Reyes & Monica  Franetovich  

Aust in Davidson & Lauren Farr  

 

January  2021 

Alexus Soto & Nata l ie  Sanchez  

 

March 2021 

Nathanie l  Alvarez & Nancy Luna  

Paul  Garza  & Al issa  J imenez  



 
This space available. 

Please call 
327-4734 

San Joaquin Fence 

& Supply 

St. Vincent de Paul 
Store 

300 Baker Street 

Donate + Shop  |  Recycle Electronics 
Pick up  or   drop off  

Help Us  
Help Others 

MIKE CLARKSEAN 
661-322-9700 

Fax: 661-322-9600 
1933 E. California Avenue 

Bakersfield, CA 93308 

Last Month’s Weekly Collections 
November 29, 2020  
- December 5, 2020 

November 22, 2020-  
 November 28, 2020 

Total:  $12,930.00 Total:  $58,932.00 Total:  $23,386.00 Total:  $37,750.00 

December 6, 2020 - 
December 12, 2020 

Bob Pair, MS, P.T. 

PHYSICAL THERAPY 
Sports * Orthopedic * Rehabilitation 

1723 17th St. 
Bakersfield, CA 93301 

661-634-9440    Fax: 661-634-9506 
2733 “F” Street 

661-395-0555 
Soups • Sandwiches & 
Homemade Ice Cream 

                                             

Phone: 661-201-8567 
E-mail: josemartinez2121@yahoo.com 

Jose Martinez 

 MAGNUM                                     A MASTERPIECE IN PROGRESS    

            personal training 

       personal training 

PUS 

 

 
661-410-1010 

When my arms can’t reach people who are close to my heart… I always hug them 
with prayers. 

 

 

 

December 13, 2020 - 
December 19, 2020 

We Appreciate Your Donations!  
Donations can be mailed into the church office. 900 H Street, Bakersfield, CA 93304  

"Blessed are they who have kept the word with a generous heart and 
yield a harvest through perseverance.  

~  Luke 8:15  ~ 

 
 

This space available. 
Please call 
327-4734 



661-834-1246 

BOB’S JUNGLE 

Interior Plantscapes  

for Business or Home 

Design, Sales & Leasing 

Guaranteed Maintenance 

 

- PLANT RENTALS - 

 

Parties, Special Events  

& Weddings 

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

SERBAN 
SOUND 

SYSTEMS 
 

 

Home Health 
Skilled Nursing Care 
RN-LVN-IV Therapy 

Therapy Services (PT/OT/ST) 
Diabetic Care and 

Specialized Wound Team 

 

Companion Care 
Assistance with daily activities 
Bathing, shopping, medication 

reminders and more. 
Hourly to 24 hour live-in. 

Background checked,  
Bonded, and Insured. 

 

661-395-5800 
John & Mary Vasinda 

 
 

AROUND THE CLOCK  
Providing over 30 years  

of service. Locally  
owned & operated. 

Services to maintain 
Independence at home. 

 

Home Health Care 
Companion Care  

Caregiver Training 
Payee Services 

Senior Placement Services 
 

661-395-5800  
 LIC #154700003  

 

It’s important to update your contact  

information with our Parish Office.  

Please call 661-327-4734 to update your phone  

number, home address, email, or other         

contact information.  

PHYLLIS  
LOPEZ  

 

Realtor 
 

661-333-8506 
DRE#01195361 

Revitalized Painting 
Maria Jaqueline 

Contractor 
661-717-9658 

1820 Blanche St. 
revitalizedpainting@gmail.com 

Lic#995292 

Available Space 

Please call 

661-327-4734 

Space Available  
Please call 

661-327-4734 

 
This space available. 

Please call 
327-4734 
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