
Front Office 
 

Carla Medina, Parish Secretary 
cmedina@stfran.org 

Accounting 
Stella Garcia-Hernandez, Accounting 

sgarcia@stfran.org 

Administration 
 

Deacon Francis Moore, Chief of Operations 
fmoore@stfran.org 

 
Danny Berber, Facilities Manager 

dberber@stfran.org  
 

The 

St. Francis of  Assisi Parish 
900 H. Street, Bakersfield CA  93304 

Phone: 661-327-4734 / Fax: 661-377-0363 
www.stfran.org 

Franciscan 

Mass Schedule   

Saturday  
8:00 AM (English)  

 7:00 PM (Vietnamese)  
 

Sunday 
8:30 AM (English)  
10:30 AM (English)  

And Livestreaming on Facebook 
12:30 PM (Spanish)     

                                                     

 Weekdays 
6:30 AM (English)  
12:10 PM (English)    

 

Sacrament of Penance 
Saturdays: beginning at 8:30 AM  

until  9:30 AM  

 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Monday thru  Friday 7 AM -  5 PM  

 

Anointing of the Sick 
On Fridays immediately following  

the 12:10 PM Mass 

 

*All Masses are being celebrated outside  
of St. Joseph's Chapel. 

St. Francis Parish School 

Rev. Theophane N. Antony, Administrator  Pro-Tem  
Kelli Gruszka, Principal 

Cindy Schoorl, Vice Principal 
2516 Palm Street, Bakersfield, CA 93304 

Phone:  661-326-7955/Fax:  661-327-0395 

www.stfrancisparishschool.com 

  

St. Francis Parish Clergy 
 Rev. Theophane N. Antony, Administrator Pro-Tem 

Rev. Joe Lawrence, Parochial Vicar  
Deacon Joseph Lubatti 
Deacon Francis Moore 

Deacon Hugo Navarrete 
 Deacon Scotty Bourne, Ret. Detention Ministry 

Rev. Msgr. Nathaniel Diokwere, Ret.- In Residence 

St. Francis Religious Education 
 

Dinah Pequeno, Director of Religious Education  
2424 Palm Street, Bakersfield, CA 93304 

Phone:  661-323-8800 

Communications 
 

Sandra Galicia, Bulletin Editor 
sgalicia@stfran.org 

Security 
 

Church and School Security:  
661-201-2489 

Bulletin for: February 7, 2021 ~ The Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

The Mission of St. Francis of Assisi Parish is to 
provide a safe, welcoming environment of 

Catholic worship, evangelization & fellowship,  
living in the spirit of St. Francis of Assisi. 

mailto:dberber@stfran.org


St. Francis Parish ~ Priest’s Page 
PATRIS CORDE - WITH A FATHER’S HEART                                             

From the Apostolic letter of Pope Francis on St. Joseph  (cont.) 

5. An accepting father                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Joseph accepted Mary unconditionally. He trusted in the angel’s words.  “The nobility of Joseph’s heart is such that 
what he learned from the law he made dependent on charity. Today, in our world where psychological, verbal and 
physical violence towards women is so evident, Joseph appears as the figure of a respectful and sensitive man. 
Even though he does not understand the bigger picture, he makes a decision to protect Mary’s good name, her dig-
nity and her life. In his hesitation about how best to act, God helped him by enlightening his judgment”. 

Often in life, things happen whose meaning we do not understand. Our first reaction is frequently one of disappoint-
ment and rebellion. Joseph set aside his own ideas in order to accept the course of events and, mysterious as they 
seemed, to embrace them, take responsibility for them and make them part of his own history. Unless we are recon-
ciled with our own history, we will be unable to take a single step forward, for we will always remain hostage to our 
expectations and the disappointments that follow. 

The spiritual path that Joseph traces for us is not one that explains, but accepts. Only as a result of this acceptance, 
this reconciliation, can we begin to glimpse a broader history, a deeper meaning. We can almost hear an echo of the 
impassioned reply of Job to his wife, who had urged him to rebel against the evil he endured: “Shall we receive the 
good at the hand of God, and not receive the bad?” (Job 2:10). 

Joseph is certainly not passively resigned, but courageously and firmly proactive. In our own lives, acceptance and 
welcome can be an expression of the Holy Spirit’s gift of fortitude. Only the Lord can give us the strength needed to 
accept life as it is, with all its contradictions, frustrations and disappointments. 

Jesus’ appearance in our midst is a gift from the Father, which makes it possible for each of us to be reconciled to 
the flesh of our own history, even when we fail to understand it completely. 

Just as God told Joseph: “Son of David, do not be afraid!” (Mt 1:20), so he seems to tell us: “Do not be afraid!” We 
need to set aside all anger and disappointment, and to embrace the way things are, even when they do not turn out 
as we wish. Not with mere resignation but with hope and courage. In this way, we become open to a deeper mean-
ing. Our lives can be miraculously reborn if we find the courage to live them in accordance with the Gospel. It does 
not matter if everything seems to have gone wrong or some things can no longer be fixed. God can make flowers 
spring up from stony ground. Even if our heart condemns us, “God is greater than our hearts, and he knows every-
thing”. 

Here, once again, we encounter that Christian realism which rejects nothing that exists. Reality, in its mysterious 
and irreducible complexity, is the bearer of existential meaning, with all its lights and shadows. Thus, the Apostle 
Paul can say: “We know that all things work together for good, for those who love God” (Rom 8:28). To which Saint 
Augustine adds, “even that which is called evil (etiam illud quod malum dicitur)”. In this greater perspective, faith 
gives meaning to every event, however happy or sad. 

Nor should we ever think that believing means finding facile and comforting solutions. The faith Christ taught us is 
what we see in Saint Joseph. He did not look for shortcuts, but confronted reality with open eyes and accepted per-
sonal responsibility for it. 

Joseph’s attitude encourages us to accept and welcome others as they are, without exception, and to show special 
concern for the weak, for God chooses what is weak. He is the “Father of orphans and protector of widows”, who 
commands us to love the stranger in our midst. I like to think that it was from Saint Joseph that Jesus drew inspira-
tion for the parable of the prodigal son and the merciful father (cf. Lk 15:11-32). 

*There are a few more points from Pope Francis’ letter that we will continue to cover over time. 

Thank you, 

Fr. Theo 



St. Francis Parish News & Announcements 

Mass & Ashes 
6:30 AM & 12:10 PM  

 

Ashes will be distributed every half hour    
beginning at 8 AM - 7 PM.  

 

Locations: St. Joseph’s Parking Lot & 
The Youth Center Parking Lot. 

February 17th 

A Prayer for Lenten Grace  

 

Loving God, 

 

During the sacred season of Lent, bring me closer to you. Prepare a place in my home 
and heart for silence and solitude, so that I may re-discover the grace of a prayerful life.   
Enlarge my heart so that I give to those in need, and in doing so re-discover the grace 
of gratitude and generosity. Help me to fast from those things that threaten the wellbe-
ing of body and soul, remind me of the grace of simplicity. May this season be a grace 
filled time to rekindle my love and faith in you. 
 
Amen. 



Sunday, January 24th the Church joyfully welcomed 10 adults, who have been in         
discernment since October of last year, to be received into the order of catechumens.  
In the months to come they will prepare for their initiation into the Christian faith by  

baptism, confirmation, and eucharist at the Easter Vigil. 
There names and pictures will be on the website and on the bulletin boards around the 

church so you will know their faces and welcome them when you see them. 
Please keep them in prayer along their journey. 

 
 
 

 
 

1st Row - Krystal Angulo, Cori Ash, Stephanie Avila, Jose Ayon, Brittani Emhoff,  
2nd Row - Kim Hailey, Justine Hernandez, Justin Moreno, Danira Nunez & Ambra Williams 

 
 

 Sacrament Preparation for Youth 4th grade through High School have begun their Zoom 
Retreats as part of their preparation for First Holy Communion the end of February. 

 
Our Theme of the Road to Emmaus continues as the template for Holy Mass. 

 

“When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began 
to give it to them.

 
Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him,   

and he disappeared from their sight. They asked each other, “Were not our hearts     
burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the 

 Scriptures to us?”  
 Luke 24:30-32 

 
Please keep all our students and their families in prayer. 

St. Francis Ministry News & Updates 



 

Marriage Banns  
December 2020 

Javier  Reyes & Monica  Franetovich  

Aust in Davidson & Lauren Farr  

 

January  2021 

Alexus Soto & Nata l ie  Sanchez  

 

March 2021 

Nathanie l  Alvarez & Nancy Luna  

Paul  Garza  & Al issa  J imenez  

Sanctuary Lamps 

Thanksgiving Prayers for Julie Yoro 

Isabelle Church & Family 

John P. Miksits 

Rosalina Aguinaldo 

The St. Francis Parish Community  

congratulates the families of the following 

children who were baptized in January. 

 

Nathaniel Martinez, Uriel Oseguera, Nella 

Deason, Oliver Edu, Daniel Garcia, Itzel 

Medina-Mendez, Rosalyn Picasso, Jayleen 

Salazar Mendez, Renata Rodriguez, 

Krimson Anderson, Kyson Anderson, 

Julianni Gomez & Amber Aceves 

 

“You are a child of God, you are wonderfully made 
dearly loved and precious in his sight.” 

Psalm 139  

St. Francis Parish News & Announcements 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is  

being held in  Mary’s Chapel following   

Daily Mass. Monday - Friday until 5 PM,   

and Saturday’s 8 AM to 12 PM. 
 

Everyone is encouraged to spend time with 

Our Lord in quiet prayer, while   

abiding by the  current Covid19 

 safety practices. 



St. Francis Parish News & Announcements 

Right to Life of Kern County Presents  
Fish Fry For Life 

FRIDAY,   FEBRUARY  19, 2021   *   4 - 8 P.M. 
FRED’S BBQ FACTORY  *  4215  ROSEDALE HWY. 

Call or Text John  
Thompson 369-6716 
for more information. 

Or Any St. Francis  
Parish Knight’s of  

Columbus Member. 

 

Happy President’s Day! 

 

The Parish Offices will be closed in observance of the 

holiday February15th. We will reopen Tuesday,       

February 16th at 8:00 AM. 

Celebrating God’s Love on St. Valentine’s Day! 



 
This space available. 

Please call 
327-4734 

San Joaquin Fence 

& Supply 

St. Vincent de Paul 
Store 

300 Baker Street 

Donate + Shop  |  Recycle Electronics 
Pick up  or   drop off  

Help Us  
Help Others 

MIKE CLARKSEAN 
661-322-9700 

Fax: 661-322-9600 
1933 E. California Avenue 

Bakersfield, CA 93308 

Last Month’s Weekly Collections 
December 27, 2020  
- January 2, 2021 

December 20, 2020-  
December 26, 2020 

Total:  $16,430.00 Total:  $42,602.00 Total:  $16,243.00 Total:  $30,803.00 

January 3, 2021 - 
January 9, 2021 

Bob Pair, MS, P.T. 

PHYSICAL THERAPY 
Sports * Orthopedic * Rehabilitation 

1723 17th St. 
Bakersfield, CA 93301 

661-634-9440    Fax: 661-634-9506 
2733 “F” Street 

661-395-0555 
Soups • Sandwiches & 
Homemade Ice Cream 

                                             

Phone: 661-201-8567 
E-mail: josemartinez2121@yahoo.com 

Jose Martinez 

 MAGNUM                                     A MASTERPIECE IN PROGRESS    

            personal training 

       personal training 

PUS 

 

 
661-410-1010 

When my arms can’t reach people who are close to my heart… I always hug them 
with prayers. 

 

 

 

January 10, 2021 - 
January 16, 2020 

We Appreciate Your Donations!  
Donations can be mailed into the church office. 900 H Street, Bakersfield, CA 93304  

"Blessed are they who have kept the word with a generous heart and 
yield a harvest through perseverance.  

~  Luke 8:15  ~ 

 
 

This space available. 
Please call 
327-4734 



661-834-1246 

BOB’S JUNGLE 

Interior Plantscapes  

for Business or Home 

Design, Sales & Leasing 

Guaranteed Maintenance 

 

- PLANT RENTALS - 

 

Parties, Special Events  

& Weddings 

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

SERBAN 
SOUND 

SYSTEMS 
 

 

Home Health 
Skilled Nursing Care 
RN-LVN-IV Therapy 

Therapy Services (PT/OT/ST) 
Diabetic Care and 

Specialized Wound Team 

 

Companion Care 
Assistance with daily activities 
Bathing, shopping, medication 

reminders and more. 
Hourly to 24 hour live-in. 

Background checked,  
Bonded, and Insured. 

 

661-395-5800 
John & Mary Vasinda 

 
 

AROUND THE CLOCK  
Providing over 30 years  

of service. Locally  
owned & operated. 

Services to maintain 
Independence at home. 

 

Home Health Care 
Companion Care  

Caregiver Training 
Payee Services 

Senior Placement Services 
 

661-395-5800  
 LIC #154700003  

 

It’s important to update your contact  

information with our Parish Office.  

Please call 661-327-4734 to update your phone  

number, home address, email, or other         

contact information.  

PHYLLIS  
LOPEZ  

 

Realtor 
 

661-333-8506 
DRE#01195361 

Available Space 

Please call 

661-327-4734 

Space Available  
Please call 

661-327-4734 

 
This space available. 

Please call 
327-4734 

Space Available  
Please call 

661-327-4734 
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