
Front Office 
 

Carla Medina, Parish Secretary 
cmedina@stfran.org 

Accounting 
Stella Garcia-Hernandez, Accounting 

sgarcia@stfran.org 

Administration 
 

Deacon Francis Moore, Chief of Operations 
fmoore@stfran.org 

 
Danny Berber, Facilities Manager 

dberber@stfran.org  
 

The 

St. Francis of  Assisi Parish 
900 H. Street, Bakersfield CA  93304 

Phone: 661-327-4734 / Fax: 661-377-0363 
www.stfran.org 

Franciscan 

Mass Schedule   

Saturday  
8:00 AM (English)  

5:00 PM (Vigil, English) 
 7:00 PM (Vietnamese)  

 

Sunday 
6:45 AM (English) 
8:30 AM (English)  
10:30 AM (English)  

+ Livestreaming on Facebook 
12:30 PM (Spanish)     

5:00 PM (English) 
                                                     

 Weekdays 
6:30 AM (English)  
12:10 PM (English)    

 

Sacrament of Penance 
Saturdays: beginning at 8:30 AM  

until  9:30 AM  or by appointment. 

 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Monday thru  Friday 7:00 AM -  5:00 PM  

 

Anointing of the Sick 
Last Friday of the month immediately 

following the 12:10 PM Mass. 

St. Francis Parish School 

Rev. Theophane N. Antony, Administrator  Pro-Tem  
Kelli Gruszka, Principal 

Cindy Schoorl, Vice Principal 
2516 Palm Street, Bakersfield, CA 93304 

Phone:  661-326-7955/Fax:  661-327-0395 

www.stfrancisparishschool.com 

  

St. Francis Parish Clergy 
 Rev. Theophane N. Antony, Administrator Pro-Tem 

Rev. Joe Lawrence, Parochial Vicar  
Deacon Joseph Lubatti 
Deacon Francis Moore 

Deacon Hugo Navarrete 
 Deacon Scotty Bourne, Ret. Detention Ministry 

Rev. Msgr. Nathaniel Diokwere, Ret.- In Residence 

 
St. Francis Religious Education 

 

Dinah Pequeno, Director of Religious Education  
2424 Palm Street, Bakersfield, CA 93304 

Phone:  661-323-8800 

Communications 
 

Sandra Galicia, Bulletin Editor 
sgalicia@stfran.org 

Security 
 

Church and School Security:  
661-201-2489 

Bulletin for: February 21, 2021 ~ First Sunday of Lent 

The Mission of St. Francis of Assisi Parish is to 
provide a safe, welcoming environment of 

Catholic worship, evangelization & fellowship,  
living in the spirit of St. Francis of Assisi. 

mailto:dberber@stfran.org


St. Francis Parish ~ Priest’s Page 
 

Patris Corde - With a Father’s heart 
From the Apostolic letter of Pope Francis on St. Joseph (cont.) 

A Father In The Shadows 

The Polish writer Jan Dobraczyński, in his book The Shadow of the Father, tells the story of Saint 
Joseph’s life in the form of a novel. He uses the evocative image of a shadow to define Joseph. In 
his relationship to Jesus, Joseph was the earthly shadow of the heavenly Father: he watched over 
him and protected him, never leaving him to go his own way. We can think of Moses’ words to Is-
rael: “In the wilderness… you saw how the Lord your God carried you, just as one carries a child, 
all the way that you travelled”. In a similar way, Joseph acted as a father for his whole life. 

Fathers are not born, but made. A man does not become a father simply by bringing a child into 
the world, but by taking up the responsibility to care for that child. Whenever a man accepts re-
sponsibility for the life of another, in some way he becomes a father to that person. 

Children today often seem orphans, lacking fathers. The Church too needs fathers. Saint Paul’s 
words to the Corinthians remain timely: “Though you have countless guides in Christ, you do not 
have many fathers”. Every priest or bishop should be able to add, with the Apostle: “I became 
your father in Christ Jesus through the Gospel”. Paul likewise calls the Galatians: “My little chil-
dren, with whom I am again in travail until Christ be formed in you!”. 

Being a father entails introducing children to life and reality. Not holding them back, being over-
protective or possessive, but rather making them capable of deciding for themselves, enjoying 
freedom and exploring new possibilities. Perhaps for this reason, Joseph is traditionally called a 
“most chaste” father. That title is not simply a sign of affection, but the summation of an attitude 
that is the opposite of possessiveness. Chastity is freedom from possessiveness in every sphere of 
one’s life. Only when love is chaste, is it truly love. A possessive love ultimately becomes danger-
ous: it imprisons, constricts and makes for misery. God himself loved humanity with a chaste love; 
he left us free even to go astray and set ourselves against him. The logic of love is always the logic 
of freedom, and Joseph knew how to love with extraordinary freedom. He never made himself the 
centre of things. He did not think of himself, but focused instead on the lives of Mary and Jesus. 

Joseph found happiness not in mere self-sacrifice but in self-gift. In him, we never see frustration 
but only trust. His patient silence was the prelude to concrete expressions of trust. Our world to-
day needs fathers. It has no use for tyrants who would domineer others as a means of compensat-
ing for their own needs. It rejects those who confuse authority with authoritarianism, service with 
servility, discussion with oppression, charity with a welfare mentality, power with destruction. Eve-
ry true vocation is born of the gift of oneself, which is the fruit of mature sacrifice. The priesthood 
and consecrated life likewise require this kind of maturity. Whatever our vocation, whether to 
marriage, celibacy or virginity, our gift of self will not come to fulfilment if it stops at sacrifice; 
were that the case, instead of becoming a sign of the beauty and joy of love, the gift of self would 
risk being an expression of unhappiness, sadness and frustration.  

(cont. on the next page) 



St. Francis Parish ~ Priest’s Page 
 

When fathers refuse to live the lives of their children for them, new and unexpected vistas open 
up. Every child is the bearer of a unique mystery that can only be brought to light with the help of 
a father who respects that child’s freedom. A father who realizes that he is most a father and edu-
cator at the point when he becomes “useless”, when he sees that his child has become independ-
ent and can walk the paths of life unaccompanied. When he becomes like Joseph, who always 
knew that his child was not his own but had merely been entrusted to his care. In the end, this is 
what Jesus would have us understand when he says: “Call no man your father on earth, for you 
have one Father, who is in heaven”. 

In every exercise of our fatherhood, we should always keep in mind that it has nothing to do with 
possession, but is rather a “sign” pointing to a greater fatherhood. In a way, we are all like Joseph: 
a shadow of the heavenly Father, who “makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends 
rain on the just and on the unjust”. And a shadow that follows his Son. 

“Get up, take the child and his mother”, God told Saint Joseph. 

The aim of this Apostolic Letter is to increase our love for this great saint, to encourage us to im-
plore his intercession and to imitate his virtues and his zeal. 

Indeed, the proper mission of the saints is not only to obtain miracles and graces, but to intercede 
for us before God, like Abraham and Moses, and like Jesus, the “one mediator”, who is our 
“advocate” with the Father  and who “always lives to make intercession for [us]”. 

The saints help all the faithful “to strive for the holiness and the perfection of their particular state 
of life”. Their lives are concrete proof that it is possible to put the Gospel into practice. 

Jesus told us: “Learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart” . The lives of the saints too are 
examples to be imitated. Saint Paul explicitly says this: “Be imitators of me!” .By his eloquent si-
lence, Saint Joseph says the same. 

Before the example of so many holy men and women, Saint Augustine asked himself: “What they 
could do, can you not also do?” And so he drew closer to his definitive conversion, when he could 
exclaim: “Late have I loved you, Beauty ever ancient, ever new!” 

We need only ask Saint Joseph for the grace of graces: our conversion. 

Let us now make our prayer to him: 

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. To you God entrusted his   
only Son; in you Mary placed her trust; with you Christ became man. Blessed Joseph, to us too, 
show yourself a father and guide us in the path of life. Obtain for us 
grace, mercy and courage, and defend us from every evil.  Amen. 

Concluding point  given by Pope Francis on the 150th anniversary of 

the proclamation of Saint Joseph as Patron of the Universal Church.  
 

Blessings, 

Fr. Theo 



St. Francis Parish News & Announcements 

Religious Education 
Our catechumens have been in preparation for full reception into the Catholic 

Church and are looking forward to receiving the Sacraments of Baptism,           
Confirmation, and Eucharist at the Easter Vigil. 

 

The Rite of Election,  will be celebrated  Sunday, February 21st at the 10:30 AM 

Mass. The catechumens will be enrolled as members of the Elect, those chosen 
to begin their final stage of preparation for the sacraments.  Their godparents, 

sponsors, and RCIA team will be present to support  &  attest to their readiness.  

 

We invite you to take part in this day by your prayers , and your  presence as you, 
as the assembly, affirm your support for them. 

 

 

 
We will not be offering an evening Mass during the Lenten Season. 

Join us every Friday of Lent for Stations of the Cross:  

 
 

English at 6:00PM in the Church 
Spanish at 7:30PM in the Church 



 

Marriage Banns 
December 2020 

Javier  Reyes & Monica  Franetovich  

Aust in Davidson & Lauren Farr  

 

January  2021 

Alexus Soto & Nata l ie  Sanchez  

 

March 2021 

Nathanie l  Alvarez & Nancy Luna  

Sanctuary Lamps 

Thanksgiving Prayers for Julie Yoro 

Isabelle Church & Family 

John P. Miksits 

Rosalina Aguinaldo 

St. Francis Parish News & Announcements 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament is  

being held in  Mary’s Chapel following   

Daily Mass. Monday - Friday until 5 PM,   

and Saturday’s 8 AM to 12 PM. 
 

Everyone is encouraged to spend time with 

Our Lord in quiet prayer, while   

abiding by the  current Covid19 

 safety practices. 

Hello St. Francis Parish Family. we are so 
excited to welcome you home. For those of 
you who aren’t ready or able to celebrate 
in person, we will continue to livestream 

the Sunday 10:30 AM mass. 
 

Look for all indoor Mass times on our  
cover page. Hope to celebrate with  

you soon! 



 
This space available. 

Please call 
327-4734 

San Joaquin Fence 

& Supply 

St. Vincent de Paul 
Store 

300 Baker Street 

Donate + Shop  |  Recycle Electronics 
Pick up  or   drop off  

Help Us  
Help Others 

MIKE CLARKSEAN 
661-322-9700 

Fax: 661-322-9600 
1933 E. California Avenue 

Bakersfield, CA 93308 

Last Month’s Weekly Collections 
December 27, 2020  
- January 2, 2021 

December 20, 2020-  
December 26, 2020 

Total:  $16,430.00 Total:  $42,602.00 Total:  $16,243.00 Total:  $30,803.00 

January 3, 2021 - 
January 9, 2021 

Bob Pair, MS, P.T. 

PHYSICAL THERAPY 
Sports * Orthopedic * Rehabilitation 

1723 17th St. 
Bakersfield, CA 93301 

661-634-9440    Fax: 661-634-9506 
2733 “F” Street 

661-395-0555 
Soups • Sandwiches & 
Homemade Ice Cream 

                                             

Phone: 661-201-8567 
E-mail: josemartinez2121@yahoo.com 

Jose Martinez 

 MAGNUM                                     A MASTERPIECE IN PROGRESS    

            personal training 

       personal training 

PUS 

 

 
661-410-1010 

When my arms can’t reach people who are close to my heart… I always hug them 
with prayers. 

 

 

 

January 10, 2021 - 
January 16, 2020 

We Appreciate Your Donations!  
Donations can be mailed into the church office. 900 H Street, Bakersfield, CA 93304  

"Blessed are they who have kept the word with a generous heart and 
yield a harvest through perseverance.  

~  Luke 8:15  ~ 

 
 

This space available. 
Please call 
327-4734 



661-834-1246 

BOB’S JUNGLE 

Interior Plantscapes  

for Business or Home 

Design, Sales & Leasing 

Guaranteed Maintenance 

 

- PLANT RENTALS - 

 

Parties, Special Events  

& Weddings 

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

SERBAN 
SOUND 

SYSTEMS 
 

 

Home Health 
Skilled Nursing Care 
RN-LVN-IV Therapy 

Therapy Services (PT/OT/ST) 
Diabetic Care and 

Specialized Wound Team 

 

Companion Care 
Assistance with daily activities 
Bathing, shopping, medication 

reminders and more. 
Hourly to 24 hour live-in. 

Background checked,  
Bonded, and Insured. 

 

661-395-5800 
John & Mary Vasinda 

 
 

AROUND THE CLOCK  
Providing over 30 years  

of service. Locally  
owned & operated. 

Services to maintain 
Independence at home. 

 

Home Health Care 
Companion Care  

Caregiver Training 
Payee Services 

Senior Placement Services 
 

661-395-5800  
 LIC #154700003  

 

It’s important to update your contact  

information with our Parish Office.  

Please call 661-327-4734 to update your phone  

number, home address, email, or other         

contact information.  

PHYLLIS  
LOPEZ  

 

Realtor 
 

661-333-8506 
DRE#01195361 

Available Space 

Please call 

661-327-4734 

Space Available  
Please call 

661-327-4734 

 
This space available. 

Please call 
327-4734 

Space Available  
Please call 

661-327-4734 
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