
Front Office 
 

Carla Medina, Parish Secretary 
cmedina@stfran.org 

 

Accounting 
Stella Garcia-Hernandez, Accounting 

sgarcia@stfran.org 

Administration 
 

Deacon Francis Moore, Chief of Operations 
fmoore@stfran.org 

 
Danny Berber, Facilities Manager 

dberber@stfran.org  
 
 

The 

St. Francis of  Assisi Parish 
900 H. Street, Bakersfield CA  93304 

Phone: 661-327-4734 / Fax: 661-377-0363 
www.stfran.org 

Franciscan 

Temporary Mass Schedule 
Outdoor  

 

Saturday  

7:30 PM  (Vietnamese) 
Location - East Parking Lot, Outside  

of Mary’s Chapel 
 

Sunday 
7:00 AM (English) 

Location - West Parking Lot, in front  
of Msgr. Lahey Hall  

 

 Livestream Mass 
Sunday @ 10:00 AM  

St. Francis Parish Facebook  
 

 

Weekdays 

6:30 AM (English) 
Location - Parking Lot area West 

of The Youth Center  

 

Sacrament of Penance 
Temporarily On Hold 

 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Temporarily On Hold  

 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Temporarily on Hold 

St. Francis Parish School 

Rev. Theophane N. Antony, Administrator  Pro-Tem  
Kelli Gruszka, Principal 

Cindy Schoorl, Vice Principal 
Sr. Cris Caballero, RSM, Spiritual Director 

2516 Palm Street, Bakersfield, CA 93304 
Phone:  661-326-7955/Fax:  661-327-0395 

 St. Francis Parish Clergy 
 Rev. Theophane N. Antony, Administrator Pro-Tem  

Rev. Anton J. Muthuneidalage, Parochial Vicar/Hosp. Ministry 
Rev. Joseph Warnakulasooriya, Parochial Vicar/Hosp. Ministry 

Deacon Joseph Lubatti 
Deacon Francis Moore 

Deacon Hugo Navarrete 
 Deacon Scotty Bourne, Ret. Detention Ministry 

Rev. Msgr. Nathaniel Diokwere, Ret.- In Residence 

 

The Mission of St. Francis of Assisi Parish is to 
provide a safe, welcoming environment of 

Catholic worship, evangelization & fellowship,  
living in the spirit of St. Francis of Assisi. 

St. Francis Religious Education 
 

Dinah Marquez, Director of Religious Education  
2424 Palm Street, Bakersfield, CA 93304 

Phone:  661-323-8800 

Communications 
 

Sandra Galicia, Bulletin Editor 
sgalicia@stfran.org 

 

Security 
 

Church and School Security:  
661-201-2489 

 

mailto:dberber@stfran.org


 
Dear St. Francis of Assisi Parishioners, 
 
Welcome to August!  As I write that phrase, I ask myself, am I more thankful that August is here or that July is over? Without 
question, July 2020 has been a roller coaster of emotional impacts on our parish, if not the world.  As I sat down to reflect on 
this month’s Letter for the Bulletin, the following verse kept coming back to me: “Naked I came forth from my mother’s womb, 
and naked shall I go back there. The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD!” (Job1:21)  
 
“Blessed be the Name of the Lord indeed!”  Those are words Monsignor Ronald Swett would repeat to me in our regular morn-
ing “meetings”, and now they echo in my mind.   
 
The Lord gave us Monsignor Swett at a time when we, as a parish community, were in desperate need of a shepherd. He 
brought us a sense of great peace and calm.  He helped us chart a course by shining God’s light, a beacon to focus upon.  Little 
were we aware of the immense cross he was bearing as he helped us lift our own.   
Monsignor Ronald Swett has gone home with our Lord the morning of Monday, August 3rd. The Lord gave, and the Lord has 
taken away, blessed be the name of the Lord! 
 
On July 24, 2020, Bishop Joseph Brennan announced the appointment of a new Administrator for the Parish of St. Francis of 
Assisi.  So, the month of August brings to us Father Theophane (Fr. Theo) who will take over the pastoral leadership of this 
amazing faith community.  Fr. Theo brings with him vast experiences and gifts to help lead us on our spiritual journey home.  
The Lord gives, and the Lord takes away, blessed be the name of the Lord! 
 
For many years, the financial needs of St. Francis Parish have been provided for, very generously in fact.  But, just like Job, the 
Lord has allowed us an opportunity to find His glory during some more challenging times.  During July, 2020 we have had to 
close down several of our ministries and painfully, relieve various staff members from their positions here at the church, while 
others have been reduced to minimal hours as we try to rectify our income to our needs.   
Please keep these staff in your prayers as they adjust and navigate through troubled waters.   
 
July also brought the addition of one hundred and thirty-five (135) parishioners Confirmed in the faith and sixty-four (64) boys 
and girls who received their First Holy Communion.  And there are more to come in August!  The Lord gives and the Lord takes 
away, blessed be the name of the Lord! 
 

As we journey forward, always looking toward Christ, I encourage us all to remember: 
“Blessed be the Name of the Lord!”, for His Love endures forever.  

Indeed, my heart is firm, trusting in the name of Lord. 
 
Yours in Christ Jesus, 

 
Deacon Francis Moore, Chief of Operations 

The Month Dedicated to the Immaculate Heart of Mary . 
  

Bulletin for August, 2020 



St. Francis Parish News & Announcements 

STAY CONNECTED  

 

NOW YOU CAN TAKE St. Francis 

 Parish with you!  

 

Text: STFRAN APP 

To: 77977 

To Download our app! 

 Sanctuary Lamps     

~  De c e a se d  F a mi l y  Me m be r s  o f  J u l i e  Y o r o  
~ I s a b e l l e  C hu r c h  &  F a m i l y  

~ A r t h u r  J .  Ro d r i g ue s  
~ J o h n P .  M i k s i t s  
~ Wa l t  W i d ha l m  

Anointing of the Sick is  

cancelled until further notice. 
For more information please  

contact the front office. 

Isaiah 41:10. Fear not, for I am with you, be not dismayed, for 
I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will 

uphold you with my victorious right hand.  

From the Coordinator of English RCIC  
and Spanish RCIA. 

I would like to welcome Rev. Theophane  
Nelliparambill Anthony, OCD and Father Joe to 

our St. Francis’ of Assisi Parish. 
Looking forward to beginning new horizons as we 

begin another new school year. 
I would also like to congratulate our fifteen new 

Neophytes along with our twelve Spanish  
RCIA Confirmands. 

 

God Bless you and your families. 
 

Alma J Navarrete 
anavarrete@stfran.org 

Parish Office Hours 
 

Monday thru Thursday 
 8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

 

 

mailto:anavarrete@stfran.org


Religious Education for Adults  

 

Thank you for your prayers for our adults 
and youth who were finally Initiated into the church 
last month. We have 27 new Christians who are now 

Confirmed in the Catholic Church. 
 

This month 38 adults will finally be  
Confirmed into the Church. 

 
We continue to pray that our masses will  

reopen soon. 
For now we continue to attend mass at home 
through fb livestreamed at 10am on Sundays. 

 
Even if we can’t sit in His presence at church or  

receive Him in the Blessed Sacrament 
His presence is everywhere in creation and in each 

other! 
 

“Temporary” registration forms are online at 
stfran.org under Ministries and Faith Formation.  

You may mail in completed forms to Saint Francis Parish RE, 
900 H Street, 93304 or email to mperkins@stfran.org 

 

The diocese should have the new liability release 
forms ready to complete registrations this month. 

All our groups will be online via Zoom this fall. 
 

 

 

From the Director of Head of Ministries: 
 
In hope that everyone is doing well, I 
would like to thank all the ministries at 
our Parish for everything you do in this 
difficult times for our community. 
I will be sending an e-mail for our next zoom 
meeting, please continue praying and serving  
our Church. 
 
I will keep everyone in my prayers. 
At the same time, I would like to extend my  
welcome to our new Administrator Fr. Theo and 
his companion Fr. Joe to our  St. Francis of Assisi 
Parish. 
Yours in Christ Jesus, 
 
Deacon Hugo Navarrete 

Contact Deacon Hugo for more Info: deaconhugo@stfran.org  

Religious Education Youth Program  
  
    
  

Thank you for prayers for our 134 students 
and their families 

who received their First Holy Communion 
last month. 

 
For now we continue to attend mass at 
home through fb livestreamed at 10am  

on Sundays. 
Remember to prepare a Sacred Space for 

mass in your home. 
 

“Temporary” registration forms are online at 
stfran.org under Ministries and Faith  

Formation.  
You may mail in completed forms to Saint 

Francis Religious Education, 
2424 Palm Street, 93304 or email to  

trodriquez@stfran.org 
 

The diocese should have the new liability 
release forms ready to complete  

registrations this month. 
All our classes will be online via Zoom this 

fall, including parents orientations. 
  

3rd - 4th - 5th  Grades Youth Group 
Will be starting back up in October  

St. Francis Ministry News & Updates 

Religious Education for High School 
 

We welcome the 110 students who received their  
Confirmation into the Catholic Church this last month. 

 
“We become what we love and who we love shapes who we become” 

Saint Clare of Assisi 

 
 

We continue to pray that our masses will reopen soon, 
but until then we gather every Sunday via livestream at 

10:00am 
 
Temporary registration forms are online at stfran.org under Ministries 

and Faith Formation  
You may mail in completed forms to Saint Francis Parish High 

School Confirmation, 900 H Street, 93304  
or email to jmoore@stfran.org 

 
The diocese should have the new liability release forms ready this 

month. 
All our groups will be online via Zoom in September. 

 
All returning 2nd year students MUST fill out a new registration form. 

 
Due to COVID 19 Middle School and High School Youth Ministries 

are on hold until October. 
 

“Start by doing what's necessary; then do what's possible; and  
suddenly you are doing the impossible.” 

Saint Francis of Assisi 

mailto:mperkins@stfran.org
mailto:deaconhugo@stfran.org
mailto:trodriquez@stfran.org
mailto:jmoore@stfran.org


 

In John 10:27–28 Jesus states that: "My sheep hear my voice, 

and I know them, and they follow me: and I give to them 

eternal life; and they shall never perish." 

 

In memory of parishioners who have been given the gift of 

eternal life in the month of June 2020 with services  

through St. Francis: 
   

Nana Williams Salvador Ibarra Maria Guadalupe Ponce 
    Jose De La Luz     Marcelina Sotelo     Gavin Pelayo 
   Esther Franco     Velda Pena     Frank Arambula 
  Ingeborg Sesanto    Charles Hernandez     Laura Paulk 
   

Our funeral team wishes to accompany those who are  

grieving and to show the light of Jesus Christ risen to those 

whose hearts are broken.  Our Parish embraces all who are 

mourning and gives direction for funeral services. We give 

thanks to God for the deceased's life and hold family and 

friends close in prayer as we travel together through these 

difficult times. 
 

Once again, we find ourselves unable to hold funeral Masses 

in the church at this time. We will continue to provide 

graveside services, chapel services, and schedule memorial 

masses for a future time as allowed. For any questions please 

contact Roylene See through the Parish Office. 

St. Francis Ministry News & Events 

WOW really appreciates all of our sponsors.  In return we 
would like to ask our parishioners to supports  

our sponsors during this time.  
 Thank you again on behalf of St. Francis WOW! 

 
SONDER  661-247-0000  

HODEL’S  661-399-3341 

CORNERSTONE BAKERY  661-321-9922 

CHEF’S CHOICE NOODLE BAR  661-325-1234 

TOSS IT  661-742-1288 

SANTIAGO’S  661-832-7940 

TAQUERIA EL VAQUERO  661-493-0732 

IT’S A SWEET THING  661-889-0168 

CUPCAKES BY MONIQUE RODRIGUEZ 661-204-7234 

 Of WISDOM  

    & WINE 

    

   Men's Breakfast   

       Fellowship  

 
Hello to my Brothers in Christ.  The past few months 

have brought many changes and  

Challenges and during times like these,  

all of us feel the need to get together and share 

our thoughts and feelings. But, due to the re-

strictions set forth by the Fresno Diocese, we will not 

be able to resume our Saturday morning meetings 

until at least September. When we do resume our 

gatherings,  

the attendees will need to wear mask and we will 

be working on the social distancing  

guidelines. Trust me when I say that I want our 

meetings to be as safe as possible. Keep an eye on 

the monthly bulletin but as of right now, the second 

Saturday, 9/12, will hopefully  

be our first get together. 
 

Keep praying for each other that the Holy  

Spirit will continue to give us the strength and guid-

ance during these troubling times. 

 

God Bless 

Mark Sinclare 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The month of August is dedicated to the  
Immaculate Heart of Mary.  

 

Since the 16th century Catholic piety has assigned entire 
months to special devotions. The month of August is  

traditionally dedicated to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. The 
physical heart of Mary is venerated (and not adored as the  

Sacred Heart of Jesus is) because it is united to her person and is 
the seat of her love (especially for her divine Son),  

virtue, and inner life. Such devotion is an incentive to a similar 
love and virtue. 

This devotion has received new emphasis in this century from 
the visions given to Lucy Dos Santos, oldest of the visionaries of 
Fatima, in her convent in Tuy, in Spain, in 1925 and 1926. In the 

visions Our Lady asked for the practice of the Five First  
Saturdays to help make amends for the offenses committed 

against her heart by the blasphemies and ingratitude of men. 
The practice parallels the devotion of the Nine First Fridays in 

honor of the Sacred Heart. 
On October 31, 1942, Pope Pius XII made a solemn Act of  
Consecration of the Church and the whole world to the  

Immaculate Heart. Let us remember this devotion year-round, 
but particularly through the month of August. 

Marr iage  Bans   
The Month of September 

Travis Watts & Lauren Antongiovanni 
Julian Romero & Raquel Rosa 

Ruben Espinoza & Yvette Salazar 
Alexander Marquez & Jessica Sandoval 

 



 
This space available. 

Please call 
327-4734 

San Joaquin Fence 

& Supply 

St. Vincent de Paul 
Store 

300 Baker Street 

Donate + Shop  |  Recycle Electronics 
Pick up  or   drop off  

Help Us  
Help Others 

MIKE CLARKSEAN 
661-322-9700 

Fax: 661-322-9600 
1933 E. California Avenue 

Bakersfield, CA 93308 

Last Month’s Weekly Collections 
July 5 2020 - 
July 11, 2020 

June 28 2020 - 
 July 4, 2020 

Total:  $16,025 Total:  $24,784 Total:  $18,991 Total:  $23,064 

July 12, 2020 - 
July 18, 2020 

325-7211 

Bob Pair, MS, P.T. 

PHYSICAL THERAPY 
Sports * Orthopedic * Rehabilitation 

1723 17th St. 
Bakersfield, CA 93301 

661-634-9440    Fax: 661-634-9506 
2733 “F” Street 

661-395-0555 
Soups • Sandwiches & 
Homemade Ice Cream 

                                             

Phone: 661-201-8567 
E-mail: josemartinez2121@yahoo.com 

Jose Martinez 

 MAGNUM                                     A MASTERPIECE IN PROGRESS    

            personal training 

       personal training 

PUS 

 

 
661-410-1010 

Advertising Space Available  
Please call 327-4734 

 

 

 

July 19 2020 - 
July 25, 2020 

We Appreciate Your Donations!  
Donations can be mailed into the church office. 900 H Street, Bakersfield, CA 93304  

"It’s not just about working hard, it’s about working together. You have 
to care more about the team than you do yourself." 

~ Coach John Calipari, College Basketball~ 

 
 

This space available. 
Please call 
327-4734 



661-834-1246 

BOB’S JUNGLE 

Interior Plantscapes  

for Business or Home 

Design, Sales & Leasing 

Guaranteed Maintenance 

 

- PLANT RENTALS - 

 

Parties, Special Events  

& Weddings 

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

SERBAN 
SOUND 

SYSTEMS 
 

 

Home Health 
Skilled Nursing Care 
RN-LVN-IV Therapy 

Therapy Services (PT/OT/ST) 
Diabetic Care and 

Specialized Wound Team 

 

Companion Care 
Assistance with daily activities 
Bathing, shopping, medication 

reminders and more. 
Hourly to 24 hour live-in. 

Background checked,  
Bonded, and Insured. 

 

661-395-5800 
John & Mary Vasinda 

 
 

AROUND THE CLOCK  
Providing over 30 years  

of service. Locally  
owned & operated. 

Services to maintain 
Independence at home. 

 

Home Health Care 
Companion Care  

Caregiver Training 
Payee Services 

Senior Placement Services 
 

661-395-5800 
 LIC #154700003  

 

It’s important to update your contact  

information with our Parish Office.  

Please call 661-327-4734 to update your phone  

number, home address, email, or other contact 

 information.  
       http://www.bakersfielddefenselawfirm.com 

 
 

BAKERSFIELD CRIMINAL DEFENSE ATTORNEYS 

Mary N. Milkie-Andrews, M.D. 

PHYLLIS  
LOPEZ  

 

Realtor 
 

661-333-8506 
DRE#01195361 

Revitalized Painting 
Maria Jaqueline 

Contractor 
661-717-9658 

1820 Blanche St. 
revitalizedpainting@gmail.com 

Lic#995292 

  
This space available. 

Please call 
327-4734 
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